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CONCEPTS AND CATEGORIES USED IN TRAINING
FUTURE JOURNALISTS

Modernization process of journalism education has consistently maintained a pragmatic orientation.
Traditional approaches to journalism education often struggle to meet the demands of today’s complex societal
needs.

The main goal of this article is to highlight the key concepts in the training of future journalists, categorize
and organize them from the perspective of cross-disciplinary “big integration” to collaborative innovation. In
doing so, it aims to provide new guidance to journalism education in the era of big data and artificial intelligence,
enhance the capabilities of future journalists, and constitute an inevitable choice for the future of journalism
and communication education.

The evolution of the relationship between individuals and the media, driven by media technology, has also
spurred transformations in media education. Technology, culture, and education are interconnected, forming
a nested relationship. Education, as a constituent part of culture, undergoes changes under the dual forces of
promoting technological development and facing technological disruptions. Examining the historical evolution
of media technology and the reform processes in journalism education, it is evident that the evolution of media
technology and the shift in journalism education are mutually influential. Technological orientation is one of the
guiding principles in the reform of journalism education, and the significance of this orientation has increased
with the advancing evolution of media technology. The specific manifestation lies in the development of media
technology and the changing production environment, which has widened the gap between journalism talent
cultivation and demand.

It is necessary to effectively apply new concepts and technologies to journalism and communication
education, cultivate students’ practical skills, enhance their understanding and evaluative abilities of media
information, integrate knowledge from various disciplines in classroom teaching, foster students’ cross-cultural
communication skills, and guide them in reflecting on media ethics standards and social responsibility while
cultivating their awareness of actively engaging with societal issues are critical challenges in the current
jJournalism and communication education reform.

Key words: Journalism Education, Future Journalists, Training Concepts and Categories, Innovative
Education.

Introduction and statement of the problem.
Journalism is an interdisciplinary field with strong prac-
tical applications and significant influence from media
technology. Atthe applied level, this field closely relates
to journalism and media industry practices. However,
traditional approaches to journalism education often
struggle to meet the demands of today’s complex soci-
etal needs as “In today’s world, where everyone can
become an amateur journalist or a producer of infor-
mation through the social media, the position of the
journalist has been opened for discussion once again”
[4]. In other words, current journalism education in
universities may not adequately address the rapidly
evolving requirements of the media industry.
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Driven by advancements in media technology,
each wave of media disruption prompts reforms in
journalism education, leading to changes in edu-
cational philosophies, objectives, and talent devel-
opment models: “two influential concepts of univer-
sity education: powerful knowledge emphasising
a coherent theoretical knowledge structure, and
expertise emphasising reflective integration of the-
oretical knowledge with other modes of knowledge”
[11]. Today, the internet-driven media landscape
offers diverse forms of media, leading to a situation
where “everything becomes media.” Moreover, with
the integration of social media and artificial intelli-
gence, some tasks traditionally performed by jour-
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nalists may be automated, presenting a challenge
that universities must address. Furthermore, from an
interdisciplinary perspective, journalism education
intersects with disciplines such as literature, history,
political science, philosophy, sociology, social psy-
chology, and computer science. This interdisciplinary
nature is becoming increasingly evident. Therefore,
it is essential for journalism education to reconsider
the concepts and categories for training future jour-
nalists. As the researcher states “Journalism edu-
cation studies in different parts of the world is thus
conceptually synthesized into 10 categories, starting
with philosophical notions of motivation and mission,
ending with more “down-to-earth” concepts like cur-
riculum and pedagogy. [2]. Within the framework
of media technology-driven transformations and a
commitment to humanistic values, universities need
to enhance the strength of future journalists through
interdisciplinary collaboration and innovation to
adapt to complex communication contexts and soci-
etal realities.

Review of publications. Human history is also
a history of the evolution of the “human-media” rela-
tionship. Building upon Elias’s concept of “figuration,”
[9] Kurdelli and others proposed the proposition of
“mutual shaping of humans and media,” respond-
ing precisely to the closeness of the “human-media”
relationship. As technological media, each iteration
releases tremendous tension, profoundly impacting
society and culture. “Technology is something passed
on to us as culture; it embodies a way of life but is not
transmitted to us as an eternal existence. Instead, it
is constantly accelerating mutation [12].” Education,
as a constituent part of culture, is inevitably inno-
vating in the face of advancing technology and the
dual forces of technological impact, especially in
response to technological alienation. Education must
take action. Returning to the dialectical relation-
ship between technology and humans, “technology
invents humans, and humans also invent technol-
ogy.” The two coexist, inseparable. While it is easy
to understand “humans inventing technology,” the
concept of “technology inventing humans” is closely
tied to the domestication of technology [1]. In the evo-
lution of technological media, from print media and
electronic media to online media and smart media,
regardless of the medium, when it assumes a dom-
inant position, it tames humans, gradually adapting
them to the “nature of the medium.”

People go from encountering and using media
to depending on and becoming addicted to it.
Sometimes, individuals find themselves being led
by the media, and in certain situations, they have to
act according to the agenda set by the media and
within the scenarios it constructs. In the news and
communication education environment propelled by
the surge of media technology, there is also the phe-
nomenon of technological domestication, shaping

both academia and industry. Tang Ihde attempts to
explore the relationship between technology and the
lifeworld, examining the phenomenon where “tech-
nology withdraws while remaining embodied.” He
believes, “Embodied relationships constitute a form
of existence in all ‘human-technology’ fields [3].”

In the era supported by big data, algorithmic rec-
ommendations, and communication technology, arti-
ficial intelligence has emerged and is unstoppable,
causing the existing social systems to lose balance.
Peng Lan points out, “The combination of intelligent
technology and news production will bring about five
new news production models [10].” The media indus-
try ecosystem is also undergoing a boundaryless
reconstruction. In this entirely new media ecosys-
tem, aspects such as news production, the position-
ing of communicators, values, and status need to be
reevaluated.

As of today, “smart media” is gradually penetrat-
ing various sectors of society, causing upheaval and
even overturning the landscape of the media indus-
try. This trend is also radiating back to journalism and
communication education in higher education institu-
tions, forcing them to undergo transformation. With
the evolution of big data technology, the intercon-
nectedness of all things and the ubiquity of media,
artificial intelligence is comprehensively intervening
in social production and life, leading to algorithmic
recommendations and user “small-world informa-
tion interaction.” Undoubtedly, the evolution of media
technology has brought opportunities for the training
of journalism and communication talents. However,
the rapid advancement of technology has also trig-
gered anxiety and concerns about being replaced, a
psychological perception shared by both educators
and learners. In this stage, journalism and commu-
nication studies need to shift towards interdiscipli-
nary and collaborative innovation to enhance the
discipline’s strength and redefine the concepts and
categories of future journalists, especially “around
attitudes towards the concept of professionalism in
the practice, training and scholarship of journalism.
These tensions are apparent in both the news media
and in the academy. The contradictory positions of
those who favour greater industry involvement in cur-
riculum matters, including accreditation of courses,
and those who are less sanguine about the norma-
tive influence of industry on critical scholarship are
explored in relation to differing attitudes to profes-
sionalism and the political economy of news produc-
tion” [6].

This article aims to explore how the evolution of
media technology compels a conceptual reform in
future journalism education. By analyzing the histor-
ical evolution of media technology, the goal is to iden-
tify the core concepts in journalism education, empha-
sizing cross-disciplinary and collaborative innovation
to enhance the strength of the journalism discipline.
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The article further categorizes and organizes these
concepts. In the era of big data and artificial intelli-
gence, it seeks to chart a developmental path suitable
for training future outstanding journalists.

Results and Discussion. Training concept for
future journalists. In the training of future journal-
ists, diversified education is conducive to breaking
through traditional teaching methods and content. It
emphasizes the combination of theory and practice,
the cross-fertilization of disciplines, and the cultiva-
tion of innovative thinking and practical skills and ...
the efforts of uniting theory and practice. The shift to
journalism education being mostly provided in univer-
sity or college courses made it easier for researchers
to establish a profile of journalism students, to inter-
rogate their motivations for studying journalism, their
role perceptions of journalism, and their expectations
of future work” [7].

By benchmarking current affairs, integrating
news and communication theories with commentary
on current news, and emphasizing practical applica-
tions, integrating news business training with aca-
demic competitions to strengthen academic foun-
dations, and combining general education in news
and communication with academic training, a new
dimension is forged in the reform of journalism and
communication education as “Young people want-
ing to become full-time journalists are no longer the
only people who want and need to learn journalistic
skills. Others include people in community media,
media entrepreneurs and “accidental journalists” —
people who don’t see themselves as journalists but
who contribute worthwhile information. At the same
time, there is substantial necessity for working jour-
nalists to update their skill sets for a rapidly chang-
ing world” [5].

1. Integrating News and Communication Theory
with Current News Analysis

Current affairs analysis is an important compo-
nent of the news and communication curriculum.
By combining news and communication theory with
commentary on current events, integrating theory
into vibrant news and communication practices can
inspire students’ enthusiasm and curiosity about
journalism. This approach deepens their under-
standing and reflection on theoretical concepts.
Selecting typical news cases in the field of journal-
ism and communication, and conducting commen-
tary on current events in the classroom, allows the
integration of abstract theoretical content with con-
crete social practices. This is beneficial for students
to better comprehend the driving forces and mech-
anisms behind the theories. Moreover, combining
news and communication theory with current news
commentary also helps cultivate students’ practical
and analytical abilities.

2. Integrating News Business Training with
Academic Competitions
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Combining news business training with aca-
demic competitions helps cultivate students’ inno-
vative spirit and entrepreneurial awareness, making
it a crucial pathway for enhancing practical skills
and professional competence. Traditional news and
communication business training often lags behind
the cutting-edge knowledge and skills required in
the industry due to the outdated nature of teaching
content and the normative requirements of teaching
methods. This leads to a lack of practical training and
honing in real-world environments for students. By
participating in academic competitions, students have
the opportunity to access the latest information, learn
cutting-edge skills, and apply theoretical and practical
knowledge gained in the competition. This contributes
to the enhancement of their practical working abilities.

3. Strengthening Academics: Integrating General
Education in News Communication with Academic
Training

The integration of general education in news
communication with academic training aims to
promote students’ academic literacy and research
capabilities. Introducing elements of academic train-
ing into general education in news communication,
such as research methods modules and basic train-
ing in academic paper writing, not only nurtures
students’ interest in academic research but also
enhances their academic literacy and preliminary
research skills. Moreover, combining general edu-
cation in news communication with academic train-
ing contributes to the mutual promotion of academic
research and practice, facilitating a more effective
transformation of research outcomes. This com-
bined model of general education and academic
training holds significant importance not only for stu-
dents’ personal growth and academic development
but also for the gradual progress of the entire field of
news communication.

Types of training for future journalists. The value
and destination of the reform in journalism and com-
munication education lie in cultivating future jour-
nalists who can meet the demands of the times.
Therefore, the practical path of reform should delve
into the autonomy cultivation goals of journalism and
communication, including establishing mechanisms
for student subjectivity, emotional development,
interdisciplinary collaboration, and value shaping.

1. Establishing a Student-Centric Mechanism to
Strengthen Students’ Autonomous Learning Thinking

Establishing a student-centric mechanism and
reinforcing students’ autonomous learning thinking
is a key issue in the reform of journalism and com-
munication education. The establishment of this
mechanism signifies placing students at the center
of teaching, empowering them with more initiative
and the ability for independent learning. Establishing
a student-centric mechanism can stimulate stu-
dents’ interest and enthusiasm for learning. This
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mechanism is of significant importance for cultivat-
ing journalism and communication talents who can
adapt to the requirements of the times. In the era of
information explosion, the journalism and communi-
cation industry is facing rapid changes and diverse
challenges. Traditional knowledge and skills are no
longer sufficient to cope with the complex situations
and tasks. Professionals in journalism and communi-
cation need strong abilities for independent learning
and rapid adaptation to changes. The establishment
of a student-centric mechanism is crucial for foster-
ing students’ autonomous learning thinking, learning
abilities, and cultivating journalism and communica-
tion talents with the capacity for continuous learning
and self-development.

2. Establishing an Emotional Cultivation
Mechanism to Enhance the Permeation of Theoretical
Knowledge

Establishing an emotional cultivation mechanism
and enhancing the permeation of theoretical knowl-
edge are important aspects of the reform of journal-
ism and communication education. Through emo-
tional permeation, theoretical knowledge becomes
more deeply ingrained, and students’ cognition and
understanding of journalism and communication con-
tinually improve. The establishment of an emotional
cultivation mechanism can stimulate students’ emo-
tional resonance with journalism and communication.
This mechanism helps cultivate students’ awareness
of values and social responsibility, emphasizing the
societal responsibilities that come with the disci-
pline and their future roles. The emotional cultivation
mechanism provides new perspectives for teachers
to guide students in contemplating the values of jour-
nalism and communication, making them aware of
their societal responsibilities as media practitioners,
and cultivating their sense of social responsibility and
professional ethics.

3. Establishing an Interdisciplinary Collaboration
Mechanism to Strengthen Communication and
Collaborative Innovation

Establishing an interdisciplinary collaboration
mechanism and promoting collaborative innovation
are important directions in the reform of journalism
and communication education. The goal is to facil-
itate collaboration and integration among different
disciplines, enhance students’ comprehensive abili-
ties, and cultivate their collaborative and innovative
skills. The interdisciplinary collaboration mecha-
nism can also promote the sharing and integration
of resources among different disciplines [13]. The
interdisciplinary collaboration mechanism also plays
a crucial role in promoting collaborative cooperation
and common innovation. In the real world, the jour-
nalism and communication industry is closely con-
nected to many disciplines. Professionals often need
to communicate and exchange ideas with experts in
fields such as social sciences and technology. The

accumulation of interdisciplinary knowledge during
the school period is beneficial for reducing communi-
cation costs and better serving society.

4. Establishing a Value-shaping Mechanism,
Embedding Media Values Education

The media industry plays a crucial role in informa-
tion dissemination and public opinion guidance, and
the values of the media can have a widespread and
profound impact on society through the flow of infor-
mation. Therefore, in the education of journalism and
communication professionals, media values educa-
tion is particularly important. Teachers consciously
integrate the cultivation of media values into the pro-
cess of journalism and communication education.
Students, in the course of their studies, come to rec-
ognize the social responsibility and influence of the
media, understanding the subjectivity and objectivity
differences in media content and information [8].

Conclusions and Implications. How to effec-
tively apply new concepts and technologies to jour-
nalism and communication education, cultivate stu-
dents’ practical skills, enhance their understanding
and evaluative abilities of media information, inte-
grate knowledge from various disciplines in class-
room teaching, foster students’ cross-cultural com-
munication skills, and guide them in reflecting on
media ethics standards and social responsibility while
cultivating their awareness of actively engaging with
societal issues are critical challenges in the current
journalism and communication education reform.

On the one hand, social media, with its more
immediate and closer-to-life news, has weakened the
“cultural authority” of news institutions in collecting
and disseminating factual information, significantly
diminishing the appeal of professional journalism
education to journalism students. On the other hand,
media convergence has placed higher demands on
the professional learning ability and team collabora-
tion skills of journalism professionals.

Therefore, journalism and communication educa-
tion needs to explore new perspectives, approaches,
and paths for reform from multiple dimensions.
Taking the perspective of integrated reform and
practical pathways, journalism and communication
education reform should focus on creating a diverse
classroom environment and fostering the autonomy
of journalism and communication talents, collectively
constructing new pathways for journalism and com-
munication education reform.
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IcaeBa O., Yy ®aHuwkoy. [TOHATTA Ta KaTeropii, KOTPi BUKOPUCTOBYIOTLCS Y NiAroTOBLi ManbyTHIixX
XypHanicTiB

lpouec MmodepHizauii oceimu XXypHanicmie nocnidoeHO nidmpumMeas rpasMamuyHe CripsIMy8aHHS.
OdHakK, HeMOXru8o 3a0080/IbHUMU 8UMO2U Cy4acHUX CKIIaOHUX CycrinbHUX nompeb y oceimi XypHaricmie
mpaduyitiHumu nidxolamu G0 Hag4yaHHS.

Mema cmammi — suceimnumu Krro4osi KoHuenuii nideomosku maltibymHix xypHarsicmis, Knacugikysamu
ma cucmemMamu3sygamu iX 3 MOYKU 30py MiXXOUCUUriHapHOI «8enuKoi iHmeapauii» 0o cnifibHUX iHHosauil.
Tobmo, Hadamu Hosi pekomeHdauii 05151 Nid20MOBKU XypHaJsicmig 8 ernoxy Wmy4YH0o20 iHmenekmy, po3wupumu
MoXKrueocmi i HeMuHy4ut 8ubip Ansi MalibymHb020 XXypHalicmemuKu ma KoOMyHIkayitiHol oceimu.

Eeonroyiss 83aeMuH Mixk okpemumu modbMu ma wmedia, CrpudyuHeHa mediamexHOo2iIMU, MakKoX
cmumyrnoeana 3MiHU i 8 mediaoceimi. TexHonoezis, Kynbmypa ma ocgima 83aEMOro8’s3aHi, ymeoproryu
eHi3dosuli 38’930K. Tox oceima, ik cknadosa Kyrnbmypu, 3a3Hae 3MiH r1id ernnueomM rnod8iliHUX CUsI: CrIPUSIHHS
MexXHOM02iY4HOMY PO38UMKY ma MPOoMUCMOSIHHS MeXHOoM02id4HUM 3605M. [JocridxXyroHu icmopuyHy e8ontoyito
mediamexHonoeil | npouyecu pegopmMysaHHS 0C8imu XypHarsicmig, cmae O4e8UOHUM, WO €B8Oosloyis
mediamexHosoaili | 3MiHU 8 oceimi Maromb 6e3rocepeldHili 83aemo8riug. TexHonoziyHa opieHmauisi € 0OHUM
i3 KIMIOYOBUX NMpUHYUrie y pehopMysaHHIi 0C8imu XypHaricmis, OCKiNbKU 3Ha4eHHs Ujiei opieHmaujii 3pocmae 3
rocmynosum po3sumxom mediamexHorioeait. KoHKpemHud rnposie yb020 Npouyecy rornsizae 8 po3sumky media-
mexHornoeil | MiHIUeoMy 8upObHUYOMY cepedosulli, WO 36iMbLIUIO PO3PUS MiXK PO3BUMKOM XYPHasnicmcbKux
masaHmie i nornumom.

Tomy HeobxiOHO eghekmuBHO 3acmocosysamu HO8i KOHUenuii ma mexHonoeii e XypHanicmuuyi ma
KOMyHiKauitHil oceimi, po3gueamu Mpakmu4Hi Hasu4yku cmydeHmis, Mnokpawyeamu iXHE PO3yMiHHS ma
ouiHky mediaiHcbopmauyii, iHmeepysamu 3HaHHSI 3 PI3HUX OucyurnmiH y euknalaHHs, po3sueamu HagUuYKu
MDKKYSIbMmypHO20 CriifikyeaHHs cmydeHmige ma Harnpaensamu ix po3dymu npo cmaHOapmu media-emuku
i couianbHy eidnosidanbHicmb, 0OHOYaCHO po3eusaroyu ixHO 0b6i3HaHicmb Wo000 akmueHoi e3aemolil
3 cycninbHUMU rpobremamu, WO € KPUMUYHUMU BSUKIUKaMU [1OMOYHOI pechopMu XKypHaricmuku ma
KOMyHiKauitHoi oceimu.

Knroyoei cnoea: ocsima xypHanicmie, MalbymHi xypHanicmu, KOHUenuii ma kamezaopii nidaomosku,
iHHoBaUjliHa oceima.

104



