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Chorna S. Non-Linguistic Students’ Independent Work in Second Foreign 

Language (German) 
The article deals with the peculiarities of organizing independent work of non-

linguistic students in the second foreign language classes. It offers new ways to optimize the 
process of second foreign language learning, in particular, through improved organization of 
students’ independent learning activities. 

At the current level of the second foreign language teaching in universities, independ-
ent work is an integral part of the educational process which aims to prepare students for fur-
ther self-education as a means of seeking and acquiring social experience which will allow 
future specialists to continue their professional training. 

When organizing the independent work of students teachers should: build motivation 
to learn a second foreign language; develop students’ ability to improve their reading, speak-
ing, listening, writing skills independently; develop students’ skills to efficiently work with 
reference literature and dictionaries; teach students to work independently using modern in-
formation technologies. 

Independent work of students on the second foreign language learning includes 
memorizing lexical units, mastering word-building and grammar rules, reading texts aloud 
following pronunciation rules, making questions to the texts and answering them, translation 
into the students’ native language (oral and written). In terms of speaking practice, the best 
options for students’ independent work are tasks of participating in a role-play and preparing 
for a discussion of a problem. 

Independent work in a second foreign language requires certain methodological sup-
port to manage students’ cognitive activities. Based on the curriculum and academic program 
requirements, the teacher should develop methodological guidelines for individual mastering 
certain sections of grammar and vocabulary or carrying out communicative tasks. The guide-
lines must indicate the requirements to the results and assessment criteria. 

Thus, independent work is one of the most complex and effective forms of educational 
activity which allows students to acquire the skills and abilities necessary to master a second 
foreign language in practice, familiarize with the scientific and professional information 
available and learn to find what they need, develop their skills in self-education and knowl-
edge accumulation. However, independent work of students can only be effective when it is 
organized and controlled by a teacher and has all the necessary material and methodological 
support. 

Key words: independent work, second foreign language, non-linguistic students, 
methodological support, information technologies. 


