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Smolyarchuk O. Comparative Characteristics of Entrance and Graduate Exams 
in English Language in Chinese Universities 

The article reviews the classification and comparative characteristics of the main 
English language entrance and graduate exams in China, namely: National Matriculation 
English Test (NMET), Graduate School Entrance Examination (GSEEE), College English 
Test-Band 4 (CET-4) and Test for English Majors (TEM-4 & TEM-8), their historical devel-
opment and structure, types of tasks, number of points and timing are indicated. Much atten-
tion is paid to the National Matriculation English Test, or “Gaocao (English)”, which is a 
part of the “Gaokao” entrance examination to the university, also the article focuses on the 
importance and popularity of the College English Test-Band 4 (CET-4) exam, without which 
it is impossible to obtain a bachelor’s degree if it is not completed at the end of the 4th year of 
studying. Besides, the article provides a table on the content, format of tasks, time of execu-
tion and points for the CET-4 exam.  

The National Matriculation English Test (NMET) is the most important entrance exam 
in China, and the College English Test – Band Four (CET-4) is the most influential English 
Certificate among many other English language certifications in China. The value of these 
two exams is very large. Less popular exams are Graduate School Entrance Examination 
(GSEE) and Test for English Majors (TEM-4 & TEM-8). The main difference is that the Col-
lege English Test-Band 4 (CET-4) and Test for English Majors (TEM-4 & TEM-8) exams are 
used only as an English exam, and the National Matriculation English Test (NMET) and the 
Graduate School Entrance Exam (GSEEE) are just one of several subjects that are part of the 
entrance exams. The NMET is part of the University Entrance Examination to Higher Educa-
tion (UEEHE) exam, which is made up of school graduates when entering university. In the 
“Gaokao” exam, 4-5 subjects are offered, of which 3 are compulsory: English, Chinese, 
mathematics, and two other subjects to choose from. The Graduate School Entrance Exami-
nation (GSEEE) is part of the Graduate School Entrance Examination (GSEE) exam, com-
prised of undergraduate graduates who wish to enroll in a Master’s Degree. Required for 
compilation are English and political science, and two other subjects to choose from, depend-
ing on the university to which the entrant wishes to enter. Among the disadvantages of the 
listed tests, it should be noted that none of them provides the ability to check students’ skills in 
speaking; even in the TEM-4 and TEM-8 (Test for English Majors) exams there is no such 
component. There is a separate test that tests such skills – it’s a College English Test-Spoken 
English Test (CET-SET). It is stated that teaching and testing in English is an important part 
of the Chinese education system. 

Key words: English exam, the English language, university; Gaokao (NMET), College 
English Test-Band 4, Test for English Majors, GSEEE, CET-SET. 


