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Shumilova I. Teachers’ Congresses as Forms of Raising the Professional Level of 
the Zemsky Teacher 

The article is devoted to the characterization of M. Korf’s pedagogical activity on raising 
the professional level of zemstvo teachers of the Northern Azov Sea. It was found out that the 
forms of improving the professional level of the teacher in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries were Zemsky congresses, which took place under the guidance of a well-known teacher. 
The main directions of activity of zemstvo congresses in the implementation of the educational 
ideas of M. Korf are defined and characterized. They are: the establishment of relations with the 
rural population, communication with colleagues at the level of professionalism, elimination of 
information hunger, material assistance to rural children, public education etc. 

It was found that significant achievements in the life of the multinational educational 
space of the Northern Azov Sea were the creation of opportunities for communication of pu-
pils of the Zemsky schools in the Ukrainian language, although there were no open schools in 
Russian with teaching in their native language. It’s noted that zemstvo schools of rural space 
of the Northern Azov region could in future become a full-fledged national educational insti-
tution, a center for educational and cultural work in the countryside. However, the study pe-
riod was not done, and to implement the idea of a national school, zemstvo leaders of the re-
gion were able to begin only in 1917 with the beginning of Ukrainian state-building. Due to 
the study of statistical documents of the Ministry of Public Education for the years 1910-
1916 it has been certified that the reports of provincial and district teacher congresses, which 
consisted of the chairman of the congress and sent to the Minister of Education, represented a 
pedagogical palette of urgent problems of the public school. 

Key words: Zemstvo pedagogical congresses, forms raising the professional level of 
zemsky teacher, zemstvo teacher, professional level, educational activity of M. Korf. 


