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Pryshlyak O., Bogutska A. Implementation of Educational Programmes for the 
Elderly in Ukraine 

The urgency of implementation of educational programs for the elderly in Ukraine is 
caused by to the fact that Ukrainian society faces a range of economic, social, ethical and 
psychological problems to be solved that are associated with the demographic aging of the 
population. Unfortunately, the historical context of Ukrainian society establishment did not 
contribute to the development of a proper value attitude towards the elderly. In the con-
sciousness of a present person, the biological interpretation of aging is dominant. At the pre-
sent stage of development, Ukrainian society is taking the first steps towards reconsidering of 
socio-moral and socio-educational aspects of the problems of old age: ensuring adequate liv-
ing standards and social pedagogical support for the elderly above all. 

In current international practice, various projects and techniques for social, educa-
tional and psychological support of the elderly and their involvement into different educa-
tional, cultural and leisure programmes have been developed. The University of the Third 
Age programme is one of the most successful projects of the end of the 20th – the beginning of 
the 21st century. It is aimed at the creation of variety of educational, social, cultural and lei-
sure centres to stimulate the elderly people to live an active life by their involvement into ac-
quirement of new knowledge, mastering of new skills or improvement of the existing expertise, 
exchange of life experiences, communication and organization of comprehensive leisure. 

The experience of establishment and functioning of the Universities of the Third Age in 
Ukraine is presented in the article. The main directions, forms and methods of their activity 
are defined as well. 

The features of the University of the Third Age activities in Ukraine are defined. The 
promotion of social-pedagogical services delivery, the combination of educational process 
with cultural activities and leisure, the participation of the University members in the choos-
ing of study subjects and modes are the main its concepts. 

The analysis of organizational and pedagogical approaches of the Universities of the 
Third Age proved that in Ukraine the Universities of the Third Age usually function as part of 
regional, district administrations and local social service centres and their partners. Also the 
Universities of the Third Age are established by state and private universities, non-
governmental organizations, movements or charitable foundations in partnership with inter-
national sponsors, financial organisations and individuals. 

Theoretical methods associated with the study of scholarly literature, national and inter-
national research results, documents, periodicals on the Universities of the Third Age activities, 
as well as methods of generalization, comparison and comprehension of information about the 
Universities of the Third Age obtained by means of other methods were used during the research. 

Key words: Ukraine, the elderly, the Universities of the Third Age, social-pedagogical 
service, principles, aim, directions, forms and methods of the Universities of the Third Age 
activities, students of the Universities of the Third Age. 


