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Rasskazova O. The Phenomenon of Non-Formal Adult Education as a
Pedagogical Category

The article presents the result of scientific analysis and justification of the essence of
non-formal adult education as a pedagogical category.

Considers the place of scientific term is “non-formal adult education” in accordance
with existing terminological classifications – lexicology and teaching. Determined that the
term is temporary, which means that he is being “scientific maturation”.

Analyzed lexicology of the concepts of formal and non-formal education and estab-
lished the foundation of the lexicological interpretation of these terms. There are examples of
their synonymous understanding.

Pedagogical interpretation of the term characteristic polysemy, which leads to fuzzi-
ness of existing interpretations and definitions of this pedagogical category. The article ana-
lyzes the understanding of non-formal education and non-formal adult education by various
authors. Since the concept of informal education is analyzed mainly by comparing it with
formal and informaly types of education, the article also made generalizations about the ba-
sics of the existing differentiation of these types of adult education by various authors.
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Dedicated system characteristics of non-formal adult education – objectives, timing,
content, recursivecount, control. The generalization of the analysis of practical experience of
non-formal education of adults was possible to distinguish its specific traits.

Justified the phenomenon of non-formal adult education as a pedagogical category.
Noted that non-formal adult education at this stage is undergoing significant conceptual
changes and becomes a precondition for the innovative development of new knowledge, skills
and experience of adults. The paper proposed interim working definition of the non-formal
adult education.. Proposed prospects for further development.

Key words: lifelong learning, non-formal adult education, adult learning, teaching
and lexicology terminological classification.


