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Tcherkashyn S. Reforms in the Higher Education System of Germany in the
Sixtieth and the Seventieth of 20th Century: the Crash of Humanism and
“Humboldtianism” Epoch at German Universities

This article concerns the reforming higher education system in Germany during the
period from the mid-1960th to mid-1970th. Necessity of the given reform has ripened for the
several reasons. The first reason consisted in necessity of unification of all activity of insti-
tutes of higher education in Germany and, first of all, of universities. German universities
have arisen during the different historical periods of country development which bore in itself
lines of feudal dissociation. Therefore universities were noted not only for their legal status,
but also for their charters, the matriculation order, their order of carrying out examinations
etc. All these features broke transformation of higher educational institutes in Germany into a
national system and affected their teaching and research quality. The second reason which
has caused reforming process consisted in preparation for “educational expansion”. This
preparation assumed transformation of traditional university of regular ordinary professors
into mass university. The third reason consisted in unsatisfactory financing both universities,
both university science. The German government has developed and has accepted a number
of necessary measures in cooperation with the governments of the federal states and univer-
sity management. These measures assumed sometimes quantitative growth of university
structures (faculties, departments), sometimes forced specialization of universities, sometimes
intended association of different types of educational institutions These measures assumed
sometimes quantitative growth of university structures (faculties, departments), sometimes
forced specialization of universities, sometimes association of different types of several edu-
cational institutions under the aegis of a one higher school. Radical reconstruction of univer-
sities has not taken place, though they have considerably changed their shape. These meas-
ures have appeared vague and inconsistent and have caused the stagnation period in the sys-
tem of German higher education.

Key words: university of ordinary professors-notaries, Humboldt university model,
unification of legislation, the independent right of a science, university autonomy.


