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Popov R. Cognitive Personal Individualism as a Precondition of the Students’

Autonomy Development in the Educational Activities
The article reflects the importance of cognitive independence of the individual as a

prerequisite for the development of autonomy of the student in educational activities. The ba-
sis of formation of cognitive independence of students of higher educational institutions as a
personality is to determine their personal sense of needs and motives. ognitive individualism
is based upon knowledge, reproduction of this knowledge and its creative application. In case
students’ intellectual capacities are sufficiently developed (conscious use of such mental op-
erations as analysis, synthesis, classification, systematization, etc.), they can quickly progress
in their search for something new, which means that they are ascending to the creative level
of activity. A pedagogue’s task is to create for students conditions for success. And in the re-
sult of these actions we will get generalized knowledge, which will serve as the fundament of
further cognitive individualism. In cognitive individualism, similarly to other kinds of peo-
ple’s activities one may see two interrelated processes: reproductive and creative. The repro-
ductive activity is characterized by absorbing already existing, discovered by scientists, scope
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of knowledge. The creative path of cognition is characterized by way from ignorance to
knowing, when students face the task to cognate the unknown attainments, when they objec-
tively confront a problematic situation which encourages them to outline the necessary ways
of scientific problem resolution. It is within the process of this cognitive activity that students
display their individualism in not taking everything to faith and due to this trying to verify in-
formation acquired form different sources, individually searching for an answer for arising
questions, using their own knowledge for assistance. Therefore, cognitive individualism fore-
sees a creative way of cognition and students’ individual educational activity organization.

Key words: cognitive independence, independence, cognitive activity, the development
of autonomy of the student.


