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Volkova V., Alexyuk I. Results of Experimental Research of Ecological Education

of Preschool Children in the Process of Research Activity
The article considers the views of scientists on the problem of ecological education of

preschool children and the role of research activity in increasing its effectiveness. Ecological
education is a systematic pedagogical activity aimed at developing a culture of interaction
with nature in man. The essence, structure and functions of research activity are character-
ized. Experimental-research activity provides the highest degree of cognitive activity of chil-
dren, allows to form in children integral ideas about the phenomena of nature, to reveal their
causes and interrelations. Research activities perform such basic cognitive functions: the
demonstration of connections that are inaccessible to the senses of the child, the insights into
the nature of the phenomena of nature. Structural components of research activities are: the
accumulation of empirical experience in the cognition of nature, the formulation of a hy-
pothesis, goal-directed observation, the phased fixing of results, the comparison of the results
of research and control material through various methods and techniques, and the formula-
tion of conclusions. Pedagogical conditions for increasing the effectiveness of environmental
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education of preschool children in the process of research activity are determined: knowledge
and experience of the educator in the field of ecological education; Orientation to the indi-
vidual significance of the information received; Reproduction of acquired knowledge in vari-
ous activities, the ability to determine the design of research activities and plan the activities
of children, determine the purpose, select the means, content of children’s activities before
and after the end of the study; The systematic nature of the practical activities of the educator
and children in nature. The criteria for the ecological education of children of preschool age
are defined: emotional, cognitive, activity and three levels of ecological education: high, me-
dium and low. The children of the experimental group broadened their ecological notions, the
ability to establish cause-effect relationships in nature; The have increased their interest in
objects and phenomena of the natural-objective world; Children have learned to empathize,
have mastered the skills of caring for animals and plants.
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