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Barlit O. Patriotic Education of the Younger Generation: 
Historiography, Problems, Goal and Implementation in a Multicultural Society

The meaning of ‘patriotism’ term at philosophical level displays the system of public 
thought about nature and society; at mass consumer level it expresses inherited and grown 
love of people to everything native (language, culture, traditions, etc.); at rational and social 
level patriotism encompasses people’s being at different times, self-awareness and self-
affirmation as ethnic group among other nations and cooperation with them; at personal level 
it confesses the feeling of love and responsibility for own nation’s destiny.

Purposes of national education can be concretized through the system of educational 
tasks. The principal tasks are as follows:

– enabling self-realization and self-fulfillment of a person pursuant to his/her skills, 
social and personal interests; 

– formation of national consciousness and dignity, love to native land, Motherland, 
nation, willing to work for development of native country, ability and readiness to protect it;

– education of legal culture: respect for Constitution, legislation of Ukraine, na-
tional symbols, knowledge of laws and adhering to them;

– securing moral integrity of generations, promotion of respect for parents, senior 
people, forming of personal worldview;

– cultivation of the best features of Ukrainian mentality – diligence, individual free-
dom, deep connection with the nature, tolerance, respect for a woman, love to native land;

– securing full development of children and young generation, protection and pro-
motion of their physical, mental and spiritual health;

– forming of community commitment and person’s accountability through involving 
of pupils/students to the nation building process, restructuring of social relations;

– development of aesthetic needs and feelings;
– generation of a human’s environmental culture, understanding the necessity of 

harmony with the nature, development of regional study;
– inoculation of deep consciousness of interrelations between the ideas of internal 

freedom, human rights and civil responsibility;
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– stimulation of pupils/students to active countermeasures aimed against demon-
stration of immorality, violation of law, despiritualization, anticivic activity. The basic princi-
ples of national-patriotic education are principles of national orientation of education, cul-
tural conformity, humanization of educational process, subject-to-subject cooperation, inte-
grality, tolerance, personal orientation, personal creative activities.

Three stages for realization of patriotic education:
I stage. Development of early ethnic self-awareness that begins at home by transfer of 

traditions and rites. At this stage, family has a great significance;
II stage. National and political self-awareness that takes part under the influence of 

understanding social life, study of history and culture. Young person begins to think about 
destiny of his/her nation, he/she begins to feel respect for his native country, feels national 
dignity;

III stage. State and political self-awareness. Pre-condition for successful development 
of national patriotism is the feeling of belonging to your nation and nation-building. Under 
the conditions of unified state, we could see development of political nation as the unity of all 
the country citizens independent of their ethnic background or belonging. Therefore, the pa-
triots are not only ethnical Ukrainians, but also representatives of other ethnical groups, re-
siding at the territory of Ukraine and taking care of its welfare.

Key words: patriotic, national-patriotic education,  social level patriotism, subject-to-
subject cooperation, personal orientation, statehood, nation.

42


