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onality Educing and 
Development in the History of Scientific Thought

It is determined in the article that nowadays there is a topical problem of searching ef-
ficient ways to solve the problem of educing and developing gifted people. Theoretical and 
practical works on this point that were accumulated during mankind’s previous historical pe-
riods are of great interest, as accumulated works can be creatively used in modern conditions 
of functioning of secondary and high school. Based on the above mentioned point, the article 
reveals the origins of becoming of the ideas of a gifted personality educing and development 
in the history of scientific thought. In the course of the research it has been determined that 
antique thinkers perceived a genius as a mythological figure that combines immortal deity 
(divine spirit) and a mortal man, and genius itself as a kind of irrational inspiration, enlight-
enment from above, capability of heavenly origin which arises as a result of combining purely 
human qualities and divine spirit so that a personality acquires principally new quality capa-
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bilities unavailable for ordinary people. Therefore genius and brilliance were considered 
unique phenomena that were higher than known laws of nature that is why they do not follow 
these laws. The research also states that the ideas about the divine origin of a person’s genius 
were elaborated by thinkers’ conclusions about the importance of teaching and educating a 
gifted person as a necessary precondition of providing his/her constructive role in the society.

While carrying out the research it was found that in the Middle Ages the views about a 
divine origin of a person’s ability were corroborated at the level of religious beliefs; it proves 
that thinkers’ ideas about a person’s gifts and abilities underwent substantial changes in the 
Renaissance era when the concept of a gifted personality appeared. It was then that a peculi-
ar cult of an outstanding bright personality that surpassed greatly an ordinary person by 
his/her natural inclinations and abilities arose. What is more, unlike an antique ideal, an out-
standing personality of the Renaissance era was an object of admiration and not necessarily a 
model to follow.
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Ages, the Renaissance era.
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