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Martianova M. Alain (Emile-Auguste Chartier), a Representative of the French

Philosophical Pedagogy: a Biographical Aspect
The article is dedicated to the life journey of one of the most prominent French scien-

tists Alain (Emile-Auguste Chartier). Known due to his quotations under the pseudonym Al-
len, professor of philosophy at the Lycée Henri IV has left his mark in history, influencing on
the formation of several generations of intellectuals in France.
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Six periods of Alain’s life are defined in the article. The first one is the formation of
his personality. It deals with the primary and secondary school, where the future professor
learnt the patience and availability. The second period is about the studying in the University
where Alain met his teacher, the famous French philosophy professor Jules Lagneau. His
ideas and doctrine of freedom as one of the conditions of morality played the major role in
the scientist’s outlook. Next it is the beginning of teaching and journalism. He became the
professor of Philosophy and had practice in different universities in Lorient and Rouen. Dur-
ing the period Alain admired the works of Aristotle and Spinoza. The fourth period deals with
the educational activities in Paris.

The scientist worked on a number Propos (judgments), philosophical reflections on
pedagogy, morality, art and politics. It was established that the overcoming of prejudices and
passions would bring to the formation of an intelligent person. The fifth period has changed
Alain’s views, it is connected with the First World War as the philosopher was the volunteer.
The last period was the most productive, it contained at least 30 scientific works on peda-
gogy, art, literature and sociology. Alain believed that the only real freedom for human be-
ings was freedom of the mind which would be the key to the survival of our civilization.
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