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Meleshko I. he Essence and Meaning of the Concept “Non-Formal Adult
Education” in Domestic and Foreign Scientific and Educational Discourse

The article deals with the concept of non-formal adult education as its component. It
discusses the reasons that have led to the different ways of existence definitions in theory of
education. It analyses the development of non-formal adult education as a source of replen-
ishment of necessary knowledge and form of adaptation to modern integration processes
opening new opportunities for personal fulfillment at any age.

The major approaches to non-formal adult education are observed and the different
concepts of theoretical learning about non-formal adult education are described. The aim of
the article is to analyze the essence and meaning of the concept “non-formal adult education”
and explore the main interests and motivation of adults in obtaining non-formal education in
different age periods.

The meaning of “non-formal adult education” is discussed by many scientists who
consider it as a process of personal, social and professional development of adults for im-
proving the quality of life, their personal lives and social environment.

Current understanding of “non-formal adult education” is versatile and requires dif-
ferent approaches according to its definition. The article focuses on the problem how to pro-
vide proper educational conditions for those who study. It highlights the successful try to
combine academic learning and working experience which brings numerous opportunities for
individuals of different ages. The innovations and technological advanced progress encour-
age adult students to progress. Informative societies play an important role in the majority of
decision making to improve and master their non-formal education. Non-formal adult educa-
tion operates outside of formal education and academic courses and concentrates on skill-
based learning. Such education equips learners both with realistic working and professional
skills and the foundations of traditional education.

Key words: adult education, non-formal adult education, life-long education, educa-
tional needs, self-development, personal fulfillment at any age.


