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Dyachenko N. Practice Guidelines of Writing Abstracts for Publication in

Scientific Journals
One of the most important parts in the structure of the scientific paper is the abstract.

Many recent studies have focused on the problem of the formation of academic writing skills,
designing publications in scientific journals and writing an abstract in English. In this paper
attention is paid on the Masters student’s difficulties in writing abstract (such as lack of expe-
rience, underdeveloped writing skills, ignorance of the requirements of scientific writing style,
the fear of failure) and how to overcome them.

The data analysis of scientific journals is helped in achieving the main goal of the pa-
per. The purpose of this paper is to give practical recommendations in writing abstract. The
sample included 10 scientific journals from the database of Index Copernicus. With one ex-
ception, the data confirm that some journals publish abstracts that are written in free style,
most journals require a formal structure with a certain number of words (200–250).

The main recommendations for writing abstract are identified. These are to determine
the type of abstract, to match the structure of abstract with the structure of paper and contain
the following parts, like the background, methods, results and conclusions. Based on the data,
the usage of the method “Cut and Paste” for improving Master student’s writing skills of ab-
stract is proposed. The steps (read the paper, underline the phrase, write it out or cut, locate
in order, tell about the essence of your paper in one sentence and make a paragraph) of ap-
plying this method are revealed. It was proved that this method may help students to improve
their thinking skills and at last to write a good abstract for their own paper.

The results of this analyze shows that the publishers are not united in requirements for
writing abstract. It would be better to give clear instructions in submission the abstract.

Key words: abstract, abstract design requirements, students of Master, scientific pub-
lication.


