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Verbenets A. International Experience of Implementing Inclusive Education
In the present article the models of education systems in foreign countries have been

singled out on the basis of analysis of scientific and pedagogic sources and national legal
documents. The models include two parallel education systems (inclusive and special), ap-
plying various methods of inclusion of children with special educational needs; creation of a
unified (inclusive) education system. Realization of the given models in such countries as Bel-
gium, the Netherlands, Finland, the USA, the Republic of Cyprus and Malta has been consid-
ered. Special emphasis has been given to the Rebublic of Malta, since it has the highest rates
of educational inclusion according to the World Report on Disability published by WHO. It
should be said that all education of children with disabilities is under the control of the Min-
istry for Education. According to the Equal Opportunities Act 2000, it is unlawful to prevent
or restrict access to any student to an educational institution on the basis of their disability.
The Education Act 1988 gives parents the right to choose the school for their children, and
therefore parents of disabled children cannot be forced to send them to special schools.

The subjective and objective conditions for the implementation of inclusive education
have been revealed, namely the motivation to create an inclusive learning environment, posi-
tive attitude to students’ distinctions; understanding of inclusion as a social and political
programme of action; a system of legislation which declares necessary rights and freedoms,
and includes mechanisms to support them; development of a clear concept and strategy of
inclusive education (teacher training programmes, relevant scientific and methodological
support); providing cooperation and interaction between students and teachers.

Key words: inclusion, inclusive education, model, education system, children with
special educational needs.


