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Chervonenko K. Definitional Analysis of the Concept “Volunteer Activities”
The article deals with problem of defining the concepts “volunteering” and “volunteer 

activities”. The author analyses the variety of interpretations and distinguishes the 
differential characteristics and specific features of the definition. The history of emerging and 
evolvement of volunteer activities all over the world and in Ukraine in particular is outlined, 
and statutory documents that regulate provision of volunteer services in Ukraine are 
enumerated. Having analysed scientific literature, the researcher defines the intrinsic features 
of the concept of “volunteer activities” as a scientific category.

Results of the definitional analysis of the “volunteer activities” concept helped to 
demonstrate that there is no received definition of it among scholars. Different researchers 
accentuate different aspects of the concept – characteristics of subject and object of the 
activities, its content, forms and methods. The author of the article determines the main 
intrinsic features of the definition, which can be interpreted as a form of social activity and 
organisation of social practice of schoolchildren, a means of developing sense of 
responsibility by high school pupils, socially relevant activities, charity activity, process of 
integration of citizens of different social status and age into informal public activities, a 
particular worldview of a personality, a means of dealing with the problem of socialisation of 
the younger generation, a specific form of spontaneous self-actualization of free citizens, a 
way of rendering support and taking care of community members etc.

However, every interpretation of “volunteer activities” definition from the whole 
scope reflects the same characteristic features of the concept: free will, social orientation, 
disinterestedness, self-realisation, self-development etc.
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