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Okolnycha T. Labour  Socialization of Children East Slavs of Ethnographers’ 
Records of the 19–20th Centur ies

In the article the author, based on the study of ethnographers’ records of the 19– 20th 
centuries, which launched an active research work, aimed at fixing of various empirical 
Ukrainian ethnographic materials, reveals the process of socialization of our ancestors’ 
children (7–14 years) based on their involvement in active social and economic life of the 
family, because only at work the child has been mastering the necessary forms of social 
interaction and labour skills.

Analyzing the participation of the sex-age group of children and adolescents in the 
economic life of the Eastern Slavs, the author identifies the stages of their involvement in 
labor activity, based on striving to provide the family with vital resources necessary for 
proper functioning.

The author comes to the conclusion that the labor activity of our ancestors’ children 
began at the ages of 6 and 7, even 5. Since that time the involvement of children in active 
social and economic life of their families has been beginning: boys foremost helped to 
pasture, girls were engaged in household (spinning, embroidery) and took care of smaller 
children; they were taught firstly spinning and weaving. If the family didn’t have the boys, the 
girls could do men’s work, and vice versa, in families without daughters boys helped their 
mothers.

Key words: the East Slavs, socialization, labor education, ethnographic researches, 
the stages of involvement in labor activity.
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