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Radchenya I. Theoretical Analysis of Approaches to Disclosing the Nature of 
Personal Potential

The article analyzes scientific approaches of revealing the nature of personal 
potential, the meaning of the term “potential” and its origin. The formation and development 
of personality is a number of directed processes, which have their own spatial and temporal 
characteristics, sources and driving forces. These processes require a certain maintenance, 
creating favourable conditions for their effective implementation. In this regard, the problem 
of defining preconditions for personal development, which the representatives of the 
psychological and pedagogical science often associate with the characteristics of the internal 
potential of the personality as a leading factor in its development. Therefore the topic of our 
study is presented as an actual scientific and pedagogical problem. Such research methods as 
analysis, synthesis and comparison were used. 

As a result of generalization of information we can draw the following conclusions: 
originally, the term “potential” was used in the exact Sciences, physics, mathematics, 
chemistry in particular, but later it broadened upon pedagogical and philosophical Sciences. 
The concept of “potential” is general scientific in its nature and is currently used in many 
branches of knowledge. The term “potential” was included into the conceptual apparatus of 
many Sciences. The main feature of this term is that it is an integral measure of the system’s 
capabilities. Combined with the categories of “possibility” and “reality” and the concepts of 
motion, development, formation, the actualization of the concept “potential” has transformed, 
enriched with new content and received a modern interpretation.

At the same time, we must keep in mind that contemporary globalization processes 
determine the new aspects of professional training of future professionals, who will have to 
work in the hard conditions of the interpenetration not only of scientific knowledges, 
advanced technologies, but the whole cultures. Therefore, only those who will have their own 
adequate potential in life in a globalized society are capable to find their place and realize 
their life potential, a new start in life. It should be understood as “the initial capacity of 
young people in social reproduction, that is, the cultural tradition and the material conditions 
of life, which are passed to them by previous generations and which they are called to 
recreate”. The potential of the individual has an objective orientation depending on the needs
of the individual and values and is implemented in his activity. The theoretical importance 
and insufficient practical readiness of the topic open prospects for further study.

Key words: potential, concept, essence, the theoretical analysis, the personality, 
approaches, origins, identification.
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