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Belmaz Y. Educational Programs for Masters at US Universities (on the 
Lecturers’ Training Example)

The article discusses a problem of the interdependence between the quality of higher 
education and the level of training of the teaching staff. So the masters’ vocational training is 
regarded as one of the ways to make higher education better.

The aim of the article is to review and analyze the master’s educational programs in 
the United States.

From the analyzed material, it was concluded that today a lot of universities offer 
master’s educational programs. Among the universities that do so were singled out such as
University of Iowa, Harvard Graduate School of Education, Capella University, and Centre 
for Higher and Postgraduate Education in University of Michigan etc. Masters’ educational 
program at the University of Michigan offers five courses that were examined profoundly 
from the points of view of the aim of the course; skills and knowledge that students acquire at 
the end of the course and requirements for successful completion of the course.

From the material presented, the fact common to all programs was singled out: all 
these programs are united by a personally oriented learning and the use of problem and 
creative tasks in the classroom. Each of the analyzed programs differs in contents, however, 
at the same time they are aimed at the development of theoretical knowledge and practical 
professional skills for effective work in higher and further education.

Key words: lecturer, vocational training, master’s programs, postgraduate education, 
university pedagogy.
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