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Yakovenko N. Definition and Theories of Giftedness in the USA
The article deals with the issues of giftedness. In particular, the author focuses on the 

definition and main theories of giftedness in the USA. Definitions provide the framework for 
gifted education programs and services, and guide key decisions such as which students will 
qualify for services, the areas of giftedness to be addressed in programming (e.g., intellectual 
giftedness generally, specific abilities in math, etc.), when the services will be offered, and 
even why they will be offered. There is no universally accepted definition of giftedness. Nearly 
every state has its own definition of gifted and talented students. Some define giftedness based 
on a comparison to others of the same age. Other base the definition on needs beyond what is 
offered in the regular classroom. Not all states require that school districts follow the state 
definition.

The federal definition of gifted and talented is mentioned. The term “gifted and 
talented”, when used with respect to students, children, or youth who give evidence of high 
achievement capability in such areas as intellectual, creative, artistic, or leadership capacity, 
or in specific academic fields, and who need services or activities not ordinarily provided by 
the school in order to fully develop those capabilities.

Among many theoretical conceptions of giftedness are those of Francoys Gagnè and 
Joseph Renzulli. Others include Robert Sternberg’s Theory of successful intelligence and 
Howard Gardner’s Theory of multiple intelligences.

Key words: giftedness, talent, high achievements, potential, special educational 
services, theories of giftedness.
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