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Boichenko M. Requirements for the Teachers who Work With Gifted Students in 

the General Secondary Schools of the USA, Canada And Great Britain 
The article describes the requirements for teachers working with gifted students in 

secondary schools in the USA, Canada and Great Britain. Similarities and differences in the 
formulation of requirements to the educational qualification of teachers working with gifted 
students in the United States, Canada and Great Britain at national and regional levels are 
defined. Professional standards for teachers of gifted and talented developed by the National 
Association for Gifted Children are analyzed. The components of professional competence of 
teachers working with gifted students, including: personal characteristics; professional 
competence; knowledge in the field of gifted and talented education; managerial competence 
are revealed.

It is concluded that countries under study have different requirements to educational 
level and range of functional responsibilities of the teachers working with gifted students. The 
main difference is that in Canada and Great Britain gifted students are taught by regular 
teachers who have a bachelor/master of education or bachelor/master in certain subjects, 
including special educational needs, to which these countries refer gifted. In the USA most of 
the states require special education from teachers who work with gifted students. American 
universities offer a wide range of programs training teachers to work with gifted and talented 
students. On the professional competence and personal qualities of teachers working with 
gifted students, foreign scholars show unanimity, believing that such a teacher must not only 
have a high level of subject knowledge, but also to be fully aware with the problems of 
giftedness, to have a high level of motivation to professional activity, leadership qualities and 
the ability and desire to develop potential of each gifted student. 

The perspective direction for further research is the study of teacher’s role in forming 
gifted children’s learning motivation in the USA, Canada and Great Britain. 

Key words: gifted students, requirements for teachers, professional training, 
professional competence of teachers, USA, Canada, Great Britain. 


