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Shumsky . Psychological Fundamentals of Forming the Secondary Linguistic 
Identity By Means of the Foreign Language 

Mastering the foreign language, more specifically the speciality language as the 
means of intercultural professional communication, is one of the key requirements to the 
specialist training at domestic institutions of higher education. 

The purpose of this paper is to describe the psychological aspects of the linguistic 
identity by means of the foreign language. 

In the paper the terms “speech activity”, “foreign communicative activity”, 
“linguistic identity”, “secondary linguistic identity” are characterized. It is substantiated that 
foreign communicative activity is the process of interaction in certain situations of foreign 
communication. 

The verbal and nonverbal means of communication as well as the peculiarities of 
external oral, writing and internal speech are analyzed. It is proved that there exist a distinct 
connection between language (speech), thinking and activity, therefore it is advisable to teach 
foreign speech activity and develop thinking at the same time. This should be organized on the 
basis of both speech and mental activity. 

The role and significance of speech activity in forming the specific mode of thinking in 
the person’s consciousness, that is, secondary linguistic identity, are defined. It is 
substantiated that one should master the foreign language not by means of building a new 
mechanism of producing speech, but with the help of forming the skills of expressing the same 
sense by means of another language code. 

Key words: language, speech activity, linguistic consciousness, foreign communicative 
activity, linguistic identity. 


