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Fanenshtel N. Psychological aspects of Teaching Content and Methods Selection in
Stefan aley’s Intellectual Heritage

Stefan aley’s views on the psychological basis of school program building and gen-
eral methods selection are described in the article. It is shown that in scientist’s intellectual
heritage the didactic principle of age and individual characteristics consideration is specified
in psychological requirements to teaching content and methods. S. Baley emphasizes the role
of psychology in school program building. However, the task of psychology in this case is not
only the selection and chronological ordering of teaching material. First of all, psychology
should point to certain mental features, interests, ability, which should be developed or inhib-
ited at this stage. In particular, S. Baley finds the basis for such requirements to school pro-
gram as: social utility; formal development; the degree of difficulty consideration, the inter-
ests and the appropriate point in development. Besides these requirements, S. Baley raises an
important, from psychological point of view, question of teaching content integration through
the school program. The scientist is strongly believed that neither splitting the program into
separate fragments no integrating all the material into one universal subject is advisable. In
addition, he recommends searching of the optimum proportion between integration and frag-
mentation, which depends on children’s age.

The main criterion of teaching methods selection, according to S. Baley is the partici-
pation of the student in learning and skills training. Scientist’s psychological arguments for
the active teaching methods are based on experimental researches of A. Ferriere, J. Decroly,
J. Dewey, J.A. Stevenson, G. Kerschensteiner and other. Thus, it is proven that S. Baley be-
longs to supporters of pedagogy psychologization as a means of the teaching methods adap-
tation to the child.

Key words: social utility, formal development, integrated teaching, active learning
methods.


