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Chevychelova O. Developing Cognitive Interest of Technical University Students
in Foreign Language Learning

In the article the importance of developing cognitive interest of engineering students
in foreign language learning has been grounded. The essence of the concepts “interest”
and“cognitive interest” has been defined and the ways of its formation have been described.
The conditions under which it is possible to develop cognitive interest and some effective
methods of its stimulation at the foreign language classes have been determined. The ways of
enhancing foreign language learning at higher technical school have been considered.

It is pointed out that among many motivation sources, cognitive interest is considered
the most powerful and effective means of engaging students in foreign language learning. The
cognitive interest influences positively not only the process and the results of activities, but
also the ongoing mental processes – thinking, imagination, memory and attention. The
cognitive interest is one of the most important reasons for learning foreign language, the
basis for a positive attitude towards it.

Special attention is paid to the conditions under which cognitive interest of engineering
students in foreign language learning can be developed. The methods for appealing to students’
interests and stimulating their curiosity at the foreign language classes are under
consideration. It is emphasized that the students can be involved in cognitive activity using
foreign language learning through study of a country’s customs and institutions. The key role of
a teacher in the process of developing cognitive interest and promoting positive emotions in the
students, facilitating the process of learning foreign language, minimizing negative behaviour
or keeping students from dropping out is under consideration. A few perspectives are discussed
regarding teachers as motivators of the successful foreign language learning.

Key words: cognitive interest, cognitive activity, learning enhancement, foreign
language.


