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Karakatsanis T. The Modern Development of the Educational Sphere of Great

Britain as a Member State of the European Union
This paper highlights the features of the modern development of the UK educational sector

in the context of four key objectives set by the Council in the EU strategic framework for European
cooperation in education and training (‘ET 2020’). The first objective – making lifelong learning
and mobility a reality – is met in the UK by doing research and publishing its results in journals,
organizing lifelong learning centers or departments in universities. Today many British higher
education institutions provide free MOOC for learners of all ages. Mobility is promoted at all levels
in the country. Special attention is given to one of the biggest countries in the world – China, which
is evident, for example, from the new initiative “Generation UK” of the British Council. The second
objective – improving the quality and efficiency of education and training – is a strong side of the
UK. According to the most cited World University Rankings this country is in top five of the best
teacher training providers in Europe. The objective is achieved by ensuring the acquisition of key
competences by everyone. It is done with the help of the project work in the country. Besides a lot of
attention is paid to making teaching an attractive career-choice, that is evident, for example, from
such initiatives as “Teach First”. In the context of the third objective – promoting equity, social
cohesion and active citizenship – the main work in the UK is carried out in two directions:
providing high quality early and inclusive education. The fourth objective – enhancing creativity
and innovation, including entrepreneurship, at all levels of education and training – is seen as an
important area for the development of the country. The main spheres of study here concern school
curriculums, teachers, creative partnerships, connections between creativity, ICT and culture.

Key words: mobility, distance education, key competences, early education, inclusive
education, creative partnerships.


