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Pisotska M. Questions of Individualization in Sociological Studies
The article describes the approaches to the definition and relationship between the

concepts of “man”, “body”, “individual”, “subject”, “personality”, “individuality” on the basis
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of scientific literature analysis. It is emphasized that these concepts, taking into account their
specificity, are considered within interconnection and interdependence. The relationship between
the concepts of “personality” and “individuality” is analyzed separately. The definitions of the
concepts of “personality” and “individualization” in sociological dictionaries and encyclopedias
are given. It is stressed that in sociology and social psychology, describing the human
personality, the notions of “self”, “self-concept”, “identity” are used. The existing in literature
approaches to identifying components of self-concept are reviewed. It is emphasized that the
human self or self-concept shows how a person sees him/herself in relation to the different roles
that he/she plays in social life. The article examines existing in the sociological literature
different approaches to defining the definition of “personalization”. It is emphasized that
individualization is considered as a key characteristic of modern society: individualization
largely determines a person’s position in society and his/her identity; freeing the person from
social predetermination, individualization opens up new ways of self-realization and new forms
of social relations, but at the same time, leads to an increase in the degree of social uncertainty
and in the number of risks (the system of social positions comes to notion, which is difficult to
settle in for a long time, the position of the individual becomes unstable, social groups are
constantly changing their composition, cultural identity gets eroded).
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