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Kulichenko A. Organizational Innovations in the Medical School at Harvard
University in the Time of Ch. W. Eliot

The article deals with features of organizational innovations in the Medical School at
Harvard University in the time of Ch. W. Eliot. For about 230 years (1782  now) of its existence
the Harvard Medical School has been developing from an ordinary medical educational estab-
lishment with several students to the modern top university in the world. In the XXIst century,
the Medical School is one of the leading educational establishments that prepares so-called
‘medical elite’ – highly educated professionals who are up to the society challenges and dem-
onstrate appropriate knowledge and skills that are acquired with the help of combination of
theory and practice in a democratic learning process, using educational innovations.

Pedagogics indicates that the formation and flowering of the Medical School is in
phase with the Harvard President Charles William Eliot (1834–1926), who is an outstanding
American educator, innovator. Besides, the paper focuses on the transformation of the medi-
cal education in the United States of America during the end of the XIXth cent. – the beginning
of the XXth cent. and describes the organizational and pedagogical innovations in the Medical
School at Harvard University since 1870.

All in all, Ch. W. Eliot is one of the extremely talented, hard-working managers and
educators. Being a president of Harvard University for 40 years, he has changed the concep-
tual approach to the medical education in the United States of America, introduced labora-
tory research and elective courses, opened many new clinical chairs and powerful medical
campus, which runs even in the XXIst cent., changed the enrollment requirements and degree
awarding etc.

Key words: Ch. W. Eliot, Harvard Medical School, reforms, training time, laboratory
research, enrollment requirements.


