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Litvinenko A. Role Clarity in Teaching Foreign Language in Terms Higher
Technical Educational Institution

The article examines the role and functions of visual aids in teaching foreign-language
terms at engineering universities, and identifies rational types and visuals.

Modern didactics consider the use of visual aids as a source of knowledge which is a
basis for sensory representations and concepts, asan illustration ofsome idea, or support for
abstract thinking.

When teaching a foreign language for special purposes to engineering students, the
knowledge of the terminology forms the basis for professionally oriented communication. Stu-
dents learn technical terms easier when the latter are backed up with corresponding images.
In order to disclose them, it is rational to use both figurative and symbolic visual aids as well
as advanced multimedia technologies that improve expressiveness, dynamics, content and ef-
ficiency of the presented information and targeted at creating a better basis for student inde-
pendent work, activating their cognitive processes and individualized learning; developing
their intellectual abilities.

The most effective aidsfor learning foreign-language terms includephotos, pictures,
drawings, diagrams, mind maps, flashcards, video clips, 3D-graphics, animations, symbolic
models, PowerPoint presentations.

Visual learning as adidactic principle of construction of the educational process can
be used in almost all stages of learning foreign-language terms. Use of visual aids is not a
goal but only a means to achieve this goal. When using visuals it is necessary to consider a
number of factors that influence the assimilation of the material, rationally combine different
methods and ways of working with foreign-language terms.

Key words: term, foreign language, engineering university, use of visual aids, visuals,
multimedia technologies.


