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Ponikarovsky S. Features of teaching foreign languages in Western Europe
The article deals with the issue of teaching foreign languages in the countries of

Western Europe. The task is to analyze the experience of these countries in the area of
teaching foreign languages, namely English, as today English is the main means of
international communication. These countries have positive experience in acquiring such a
tool that the most part of the population needs in the increasing number of situations.

The research has revealed a number of issues that can be considered the key ones in
their experience.

First of all, it is considered that learning English must start as early as possible. The
earlier a child starts learning, the better results. In all countries learning foreign language
starts at the age of 8 or earlier. It distinguishes European language education from, for
example, American one, where language learning starts at 14.

Availability of a clear curriculum that motivates and guides development of the efficient
system of language teaching is essential. Many European countries adapted their teaching
English at the national level to the standards of the language policy of the European Council.

One of the most important factors influencing the success in language learning is
highly-skilled teaching staff. The key factor in the professional level of teachers is the status
of their profession, as it affects the quality of candidates who apply for the profession of a
teacher. Using new technologies and mass media is also the way to improve language
learning as they facilitate access to the information and entertainment in English, provide
interaction with native speakers and improve teaching English.

Application of efficient new strategies of teaching is one more factor of success.
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