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Vasiliev S. Formation of the Professional Status of Teachers in the Ukrainian Lands 
(II c. bc. e. –

The development of education on the territory of modern Ukrainian state from the 2nd century 
BC to 13th century is analyzed in the article. Readers’ attention has been drawn to the factors of 
teachers’ professional status. These factors are an educational system and some other social, political 
and religious factors. Social requirements to teachers, principles and methods of education have also 
been studied. It has been established that the first originated pedagogy was folk pedagogy which was 
depicted in proverbs, sayings, songs, epics, legends, etc. The aim of pedagogy those days was to teach 
people everyday and labor skills; among the teaching methods used one could name the methods of 
observation, demonstration, repetition and role-play games. The principles of education were the 
principle of nature correspondence, humanistic attitude to children and emotionality. The main means 
of education were: native language, folklore, folk toys, games, rituals, traditions, material culture and 
work. Ukrainian national educational ideal of a person is a hardworking person, who is a patriot and a 
humanist. So, one may say that stated requirement were the first social requirements to teachers. 

During the Middle Ages the system of education already excited in Ukraine in the form of 
palace schools, monastic schools, parish schools, grammar schools and craftsmen schools. 

In the times of feudal society (X–XIII cen.) the main educational terms in Rus’ the state 
which included Ukrainian lands were honor, debt, good, evil, justice and injustice. Morals 
principals were determined s fundamental. From the 10th to 14th century with the development of 
feudalism, a decrease of morality and its substitution with other principals was observed. This 
subsequently caused the decline of students’ culture and later it cased disrespectful attitude towards 
teachers and had a negative affect on further development of teachers’ professional status.

The important point for the development of teachers’ professional status in the 11th century 
was the opening of the first library in Kyiv, the first European women’s school at St. Andrew 
Monastery. One should mention that the level of education in the Ukrainian lands of KievanRus’ 
satisfied the European standards of education. 

Summarizing, we believe that the 11th century may be characterized as an effective period of 
development of education in the Ukrainian lands, which helped to increase teachers’ professional 
status.
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