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Varetska
“Professional Competence”

The paper shows the significance of the development of individual social competence, 
outlines the basic approaches to its nature, the author thoroughly analyses the concept as a 
comprehensive one for the set of competencies, clarifying its meaning through other competencies, 
identifying it with them, and referring to social competence as part of other competencies and vice 
versa. It is emphasized that such characteristics can be also applied to the concept of “professional 
competence”.

The conclusion has been made about the correlation between social and professional 
competencies, observed in the structure of professional competence, each component of which is of 
social nature.

It is stated that social competence is a complex comprehensive construct, it involves various 
competencies, including professional, since the development of social competence is an active, 
continuous and consistent (taking into account psychophysical development) process for each 
individual.

It is emphasized that professional competence within this comprehensive construct of social 
competence differs according to certain professions and other determinants that influence the 
development of the latter.

Key words: individual social competence, professional competence, primary school teacher, 
socialization, professional socialization, social experience, social roles, continuous education.
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