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Luparenko S. Childhood Issue in D. Elkonin’s Researches
Different fields of childhood researches carried out by D. Elkonin have been revealed in this

paper. Thus, the scientist investigated the issue of nature and evolution of childhood: childhood
appeared when it was impossible to include children in the system of social reproduction directly,
as they were not able to use the tools of labor because of their complexity. As a result, children’s
natural engaging in labor was postponed. D. Elkonin asserted that it happened through specific
wedging of a new period of development which caused “time upward shift” of the period of
mastering the means of production. Besides, the scientist investigated the problem of children’s
mental development throughout childhood: development of nervous system and higher nervous
activity, the stages of mental development over a period of babyhood, early infancy and pre-school
childhood. Thus, the influence of development conditions on children, the development of their
receptor and motor spheres and forms of communication are considered to be the most important
features during babyhood; speech development, the formation of children’s subject actions and
their mental growth are the main processes which occurs during early infancy; role-playing game
as preschoolers’ leading type of activity, the development of their actions and movements, mental
processes and personal formation come to the fore in pre-school childhood. D. Elkonin carried out
these researches on the basis of the principles of investigation of children’s mental development
which occurred in national children’s psychology (principle of objective approach to children’s
mental development, principle of causal explanation of course of development, principle of study of
the psyche in the process of its purposeful formation, etc.) and methods of investigation of children’s
mental development (observation, experiment, etc.). D. Elkonin analyzed existing theories about
driving forces of children’s mental development (preformism and sensationalism) and the theory of
convergence of two factors (heredity and surroundings). Moreover, D. Elkonin developed the
foundation of psychology of game. He analyzed foreign theories of game and understanding of
game which emerged in native psychological science, revealed historic appearance of role-playing
game (history of toys, historic appearance of expanded form of game activity), development of game
in pre-school age and the importance of game activity for child’s mental development. The paper
focuses on the fact that D. Elkonin implemented the results of his psychological researches into
pedagogical practice. For instance, D. Elkonin and V. Davydov developed the basics of the theory
of developing education which aimed at development of children’s physical, cognitive and moral
abilities through its content of education, forms and methods of work, orientation to children’s
potential abilities and patterns of development.
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