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,  “ikiru chikara”, IT- .
Luchenko O. Contemporary Demands on the Quality of Learning Outcomes and

Corresponding Changes in Japan’s Education System
The article highlights the recent changes that took place in elementary and secondary

education in Japan. The influence of the Course of Study that was revised in 2008 on subjects in
elementary school was analyzed. The connection between today’s demands for educational
success and innovations that the government of Japan has recently introduced was investigated.

Rapid globalization and modernization are posing new challenges to individuals and
society. The yardstick for educational success is no longer simply improvement against national
standards, but against the best-performing education systems worldwide. International
comparisons show Japan’s school system to be among the world’s top-performing systems.

Recent changes in the Japanese education system demonstrate the fact that the government
initiates reforms intended to develop the skills needed for the unpredictable labour market of the
future. Over recent years Japan has showed improvements in areas in which educators have
traditionally seen weaknesses in Japanese education. For example, in 1996, MEXT began to apply
a new philosophy (the so-called “ikiru chikara”) to education that was intended to enhance
student’s ability to act autonomously and think creatively. However, not all innovations were
welcomed by the general public, educators and the media in Japan. As a result, the further changes,
conducted by MEXT, reflected a partial return to a more traditional and prescriptive curriculum,
that does not support innovative pedagogy.

Experience shows that success will depend not just on curricular innovations, but on
how well teachers are trained to use them.

Key words: elementary and secondary education in Japan, education reforms, “ikiru
chikara” philosophy, IT Reform.


