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Vasilyeva S. Sources of the Idea of Formation of the Professional Status of

Teachers in Antiquity
On the basis of scientific literature study the development conditions and the

formation stages of teacher’s professional status have been determined in the article. As a
result of the study it has been established that the formation of the teacher’s professional
status was inextricably interlinked with the development of society and its system of
education. Changes in the social attitude to education and teachers are seen in the increase of
importance of education or, on the contrary, in its decrease. Theattitude to teachers has also
changed. The role of teachers in the system of factors which ensured the development and
stability of the society has grown constantly. For an ancient society it was typical to turn to
practicality and pragmatism in the perception of teachers and determining their importance
for the society. The increase of teacher’s status was not conditioned by moral needs of the
society; instead it was related to the national and ideological needs, for example, the
maintenance of public order, stability and progress of the state. It also led to the development
of the national education system. The need for improving teachers’ professionalism was seen
and it reflected in the growth of teachers’ professional level and special attitude to teachers.

The following conditions contributed to the establishment and development of teacher’s
professional status in the ancient times: the creation and opening of schools; the development of
the first educational system; determination of the list of obligatory school subjects, which led to
the determination of knowledge and skills teachers had to possess; launching the fundamental
ideas and the main methods of teaching; the emerge of textbooks and well developed libraries
also played an important role in the development of teacher’s professional status.

We should mention that among all types of schools, the most respected in the society were
gymnasiums. Gymnasium teachers, as we believe, had the highest professional status those days.
It is confirmed by the fact that a lot of their works survived until modern times. They were passed
down from one generation to the other, from one student to the other. This may indicate a great
level of social respect for gymnasium teachers. The ideas of ancient teachers are still relevant today.
The requirements to teachers, moral characteristics of students and teachers are reflected in the
works of ancient teachers. The main goal of education which was named in the ancient times, that is
the harmonious development of personality, is still relevant today.
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