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Varetska O. The Concept of “Individual Social Competence”: Major Aspects
The paper shows the significance of individual social competence, outlines the main

approaches to its definition, the author thoroughly analyses such aspects as abilities, capabilities,
personal qualities, integrative characteristics, various competencies.

The term “social competence” in its narrow sense is referred to as certain characteristics
enabling socio-psychological knowledge mastering, moral and legal judgments that contribute to
successful adaptation and performance in a particular social environment and such concepts as
human interaction in society, content, methods and techniques of interaction, composition, age
and age-specific dynamics.

Attention is also paid to social competence in its broad sense taking into account the social
nature of all the competences in their content and form, their development and social implementation.

It is concluded that social competence is a universal, composite, individual, complex,
systemic, integrative and multi-faceted concept which combines certain characteristics
indicating the level of adaptability, human expertise, allowing a human being to be effective
in life and fulfill social functions efficiently within competencies.

Key words: abilities, capabilities, individual social competence, professional competence,
personal qualities, primary school teacher, social experience, social roles, postgraduate education.


