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Leshenko E. The character of continuing education in the perception of N. Korf 
(to the 180 th thanniversary of the birth of N. Korf)

The article deals with some periods of teaching activity of M. Korf in the context of the 
implementation and organization of provincial Sunday schools for adult learners in the 
eastern region of Ukraine in the second half of the XIX century and reveals the paradigm of 
the “lifetime learning” principal. It is noted that the mentioned period was when the content 
of education in the schools of adult learners was constructed in the process of teaching 
practice entirely. The teachers of schools for adults had to create their own methods, 
didactics, enriching the content of education, meeting the person’s interests, needs of 
economic and socio-political development of the country.
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The author analyzes the formation of the adult education system. In the context of the 
problem the attention is paid to the periods of teaching activity of M. Korf. The focus is on on 
the study of the history of formation and development of the theory and practice of adult 
education. The author notes that M. Korf introduced the idea of democracy, scientific-
pedagogical level and own Ukrainian liking into the content of primary education.

The article points out that the latest definition of the second half of the XIX century 
“adult education” had definite tasks: to consolidate the separate parts of the population into 
a single spiritual unity, taking care of the development of consciousness of national unity; to 
perform the exchange of cultural heritage and its impact on the particular parts of the 
population. Adult learning is considered as a means of democratization of education.

It is noted that the Ukrainian post-reform period intellectuals recognized adult 
education as an important factor to help the people to adapt to rapidly changing social 
circumstances and considered it as a means of formation of national consciousness and as an 
effective training to acquiring education, awareness of the role and importance of adult 
education in the life of the people which primarily resulted in the increase of activity of public 
cultural and educational organizations and societies.

The article also notes that M. Korf appeared to be the first in Ukraine, who combined 
the practice with the theory in the field of adult education.

Key words: “lifetime education”, educational activities, social and educational 
activities, repeated Sunday school, primary education, educational initiatives.
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