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:
Smolyanyuk N. Role of programmed instruction in the study of natural history in 

elementary school in the second half of the twentieth century
The role of programmed learning in nature studying in primary school was revealed 

in this article on the base of archives analysis of late 20-th century and on the base of peda-
gogical sources.

During 1968–1980 the programmed learning got its scientific grounds and adoption at 
schools. This kind of learning supposed organization of direct learning with optimal connection.

One of the kinds of programming was to make the algorithm of learning. It supposed 
building the models of proper thinking process, successive mental actions which can lead to 
solving different learning tasks in the shortest way.

The algorithms were widely used while doing practical tasks, solving different prob-
lematic situations and cognitive tasks at nature studying lessons in primary school, therefore 
clear logic must be present in the content of natural material and in children’s activities dur-
ing the lesson. It was necessary to reveal cause and effective connections in every event and 
process which was paid attention to. Only in this case the nature studying lessons played their 
real role – realizing surroundings and the person’s place in it.

The process of making algorithm let form inner plan of the lesson, because algorithms 
made the base around which the process of lesson running was made by every possible means 
and methods.

So, the positive role of programmed learning was seen in logical building of learning 
process, in setting up effective control over mastering knowledge by the pupils, in individual 
learning, in making different kinds of opportunities to work in optimal rate and to make self –
control in learning.
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