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Luchenko O. Recent trends and developments in government policies in educa-

tion in Japan
The article analyzed the changes that occurred in the educational system of Japan and 

factors that promoted its reforms since the second half of the 19th century. The necessity of 
taking part in the Programme for International Student Assessment as a condition for a suc-
cessful education reform was substantiated for Ukraine. The article summarizes the key 
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strengths of the country’s education system and suggests what Ukraine could learn from Ja-
pan’s example.

It is no accident that Japan has been at or near the top or the international rankings 
on education surveys since they began. The country has regularly reformed its education sys-
tem since the Meiji Restoration in the mid-19th century. The article reviews Japan’s history of 
education reform as a backdrop to current reform efforts.

By the 1980s, Japan had caught up with the most advanced industrialized nations, 
both economically and with regard to its education system. During the 1980s there was a 
growing chorus of criticism about education system in Japan. Thus in 1984 in response to the 
decline in learning environments related to problems such as school violence, bullying, too 
much competition, declining educational function of the family, growing urbanization etc. the 
National Council on Educational Reform was established and convened to discuss a compre-
hensive reform for the 21st century. In-depth description of major developments in Japan’s 
third education reform trajectory is provided in the article. When the Fundamental Law on 
Education was revised in 2006, much had changed since the law was adopted in 1947. It was 
amended to include “respect for tradition and culture” and “public spiritedness” as educa-
tional objectives and to establish the Basic Plan for the Promotion of Education.

Key words: education in Japan, education reforms, the Programme for International
Student Assessment (PISA).
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