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The fact of establishment two separate states in Germany, which exists for forty years in 

different socio-political structure and educational ideals, gives reason to believe that the 
characteristics of youth education in East Germany left a significant mark in the construction of 
a modern system of supporting gifted people. The purpose of this paper is to study the influence 
of peculiarities of educating gifted personalities during the 60’s to 1988 on educational policy of 
modern Germany concerning supporting of gifted youth.

In this study, the mentioned period is defined as the stage of development of secondary 
and higher education of gifted youth which was not notable for significant socio-political and 
cultural changes on the education of gifted youth during GDR, but was characterized by gradual 
qualitative changes in the system of public education, which started its reconstruction in the 
postwar years. General educational concept of the country was focused on the Soviet model of 
socialist education.

It is established that the Second Law of School (1965) made significant adjustments to the 
statement of purpose of the organization of educating gifted people. It lies in the association of 
different branches of education into a unified socialist education system, as well as “defining the 
role of the gifted youth in the socialist society”. Differentiation of education became an 
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important change in the organizational of educational process for young gifted people with in 
the mentioned period. To prove it we will emphasize that during this period in GRD the first 
schools were opened with the differentiated teaching system. In the article it is examined the 
peculiarities of educational system in so-called “Russian” schools which were popular that time, 
where about 60% of German students studied, in the special oriented classes, in which were the 
children of the workers of soviet diplomatic body, in polytechnic classes that were opened in the 
high schools of Germany. Also the special attention is paid to such forms of the differentiated 
studies, as “working collectives” in technical schools and colleges in particular to the forms of 
organization of students’ free time activity. One of them is “Students scientific competition” 
(SSC). Its main aim was a creation of the national system of finding young scientists and helps 
them to develop their ability. There were also stations of young technicians and naturalists and 
so on.

To sum it up, the positive side of the investigation for East Germany is an intensive 
accumulation of theoretical experience of organization special courses for gifted young people. 
It consists of maintenance of studies, further perfection of forms and methods used (individual 
work, scientifically-research work) in accordance with principle of differentiation and expansion 
of the network of the special educational establishments.

Key words: gifted youth, principle realization, socialist education, polytechnic education.

64


