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Kolesnik M. Implications of higher education reform in Germany
Signing at the end of 90s of the twentieth century by a number of European countries some 

most important documents relating to the prospects of higher education development (Sorbonne and 
Bologna Declaration, in particular) prove that the movement to the creation of a single European 
educational space is the global trend in the development of society. However, joining the Bologna 
process by almost all European countries, and in 2007 Ukraine, generated a lot of debate.

Of particular interest is the experience of higher education development in Germany, 
whose history dates back to the Middle Ages and today plays an important role in the 
development of common European educational space. At the end of 90s began a new stage in the
development of higher education in Germany. The process of European integration, which is 
accompanied by the formation of a single European intellectual, educational, scientific and 
technological environment opens great prospects.

The article highlights the main stages, content and purpose of reforming education of 
Federal Republic of Germany, the meaning of reforms to improve the quality of training, 
analyzes the problems faced by the country in light of the objectives of the Bologna process.

Germany aims, together with other European countries, to carry out structural reform of 
higher education and to consolidate efforts of scientific and educational community as well as 
government to improve significantly the competitiveness of the European system of higher 
education and science in the world. But Germany reforms its system of higher education in the 
context of the objectives of the Bologna process very cautiously. In Germany, there is a clear 
regulatory and legal basis on which the reform of higher education in the country according to 
the Bologna Declaration is put into practice. There is also a system of public funding of the 
Bologna process, there are certain socio-political and economic conditions of restructuring and 
expansion of the national education system, but there are still many problems.

German experience may be useful in developing strategies for the restructuring of public 
higher education systems and institutions of higher education to other European countries 
supporting the Bologna initiatives, as well as Ukraine, which embarked on a systematic 
transformation of higher education.

Learning from mistakes is good, and their analysis will allow us to look globally at the 
process of implementing the Bologna reforms in Ukraine.

Key words: education reformation, competitiveness, modernization, professional 
training, specialists.
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