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Zavalnyk A. Religious education and upbringing at the Christian confessional 
schools in Germany on the site of 19th and 20th centuries

This article deals with the peculiarities of the Religion education process and the 
Religious upbringing in the confessional Christian schools on the site of 19th and 20th centuries, 
namely aims and tasks of the Religion lessons at schools, methods and ways of education and 
upbringing, issues concerning Religion teaching and control over these lessons. 

In the period of Kaiser Reich all the schools were religious with a certain confessional 
tendency: a school year was begun and ended by the God’s services, an ordinary day was 
started and finished by a prayer, the pupils learned to sing Christian hymns and they were also 
stimulated to take part in the short religious thoughts.

The main aim of the Religion lessons on the site of 19th and 20th centuries was to bring 
children to the understanding of the Holy Scripture and the Church proclamation, the individual 
learning of the Bible truths and the stimulation of the pupils to take an active part in the life and 
service of the Church community.

Among the main drawbacks of the Religion lessons we point out the following ones: 
reiteration of the learnt material at all stages of the teaching; division of the lesson into two 
parts: the Bible History and Catechism; a hefty material to learn; a lack of adaptation of the 
educational material according to the age of the pupils; a great number of school hours and 
reigning of the false catechesis. 

The main changes in the Religion lessons at the German schools in the period of Kaiser 
Reich in the early part of the 20th century were the implementation of the new educational plans 
in learning Religious: the school material to learn was much shortened, the Bible proverbs and 
Spiritual hymns were joined to the theme of the lesson, the learning of a great deal of Literature, 
after which the pupils learnt since the time of Pietisms, was cancelled, the lesson should be 
altered in accordance with the natural child’s development, touch the inner sensitive world of a 
pupil and be practical. 
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