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Poliakova I. Religion and School Interaction: European Context
The article deals with the questions of religion and school interaction in the European 

context. Religious education in Europe is rooted in a specific complex situation in each country 
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and all the existing Religious Education approaches are challenged by recent developments in 
society and in Europe. In most European countries Religious Education is a school subject as a 
part of a general school curriculum. But the term “Religious Education” is embedded in a 
specific context with different starting points, backgrounds and histories. Religious Education 
depends not least on the frame and structure of the education system. The debate about the role, 
place and value of RE is an ongoing process for the sake of facilitating religious competence of 
the pupils. The review of main tasks and objective of Religious Education allows to speak about 
the process of convergence.

There is a debate among scholars of Religious Education on the basic criteria for what 
should be considered good quality religious education, especially in terms of the countries 
within the European Union. Any such criteria can only be achieved by the way of mutually 
critical dialogue. It also makes sense to think about minimum requirements or basic standards 
for Religious Education that should be guaranteed in all countries irrespective of their special 
situation. These criteria, if accepted by an international body of Religious Education specialists, 
could give religious educators in different countries a better basis for setting forth their demands 
within their own national contexts. Similarly, such criteria and requirements could be helpful in 
the much needed dialogue with the European countries about Religious Education.

Key words: school, religion, religious education, international standards for religious 
education.
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