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Vavilina S. Assessment criteria for the future journalists’ skills of the PR texts based 
foreign language reading for specific purposes

The PR texts based methodology of teaching the future journalists foreign language 
reading for specific purposes was developed to meet the needs of the modern society in 
specialists able to meet competition at the international labour market. The choice of PR texts as 
a component of learning content not only complies with demands for learning materials of 
different genres efficient in the formation of reading competence among journalism students but 
also takes into consideration  close interrelation and interdependence  between PR and 
journalism in contemporary mass communications. The system of exercises for teaching reading 
skills by means of PR texts was created as well as a learning process model.  They needed to be 
tested on the basis of the well grounded criteria.

The paper defines and outlines the assessment criteria designed to assess the level of the 
PR texts based foreign language reading skills, which the students of journalism acquire in the 
result of the proposed teaching methods. The author has developed an assessment scale to 
evaluate students’ media competence as well as  their skills in referent and informative types of 
reading.  These criteria were applied to analyze and interpret the results of two experimental 
data in order to test their validity.

Key words: reading for specific purposes, future journalists, pre-experimental data, 
after-experimental data, assessment criteria. 
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