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Leontieva I. The Formation of Pupils’ Cognitive Interest to Economic Knowledge in 
the Context of Educational Processes in Ukraine (the end of the XXs – the beginning of the 
XXIst century)

The stages of the formation of pupils` cognitive interest to economic knowledge in Ukrainian 
schools are singled out in the article on the basis of analysis of norms and legal documents in the 
context of educational processes in Ukraine (the end of the XXs – the beginning of the XXIst century). 
They are: the first stage (1981–1990) – the formation of pupils’ general scientific interest; the second 
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stage (1991–2000) – the formation of pupils’ professional interest; the third stage (2001 – present-day) –
the formation of pupils’ local interest to economic knowledge.

The analysis of pedagogical practice and teachers’ pedagogical publications enabled to 
single out such general peculiarities of the formation of the pupils’ cognitive interest to 
economic knowledge for the above-mentioned stages: the introduction of new curriculas in 
Economics; the development of special courses in Economics; applying practical economic 
tasks; using non-traditional forms and methods of teaching; pupils’ participation in scientific 
conferences, seminars, economic contests; creative realization of economic teachers` scientific 
and methodological potential. The peculiarities of forming pupils’ interest to economic 
knowledge in every stage are revealed. In the first stage (1981–1990) the methodological work 
of creative teachers and pupils’ educational and creative activity at optional and pre-special 
courses was activated. Pupils participated in the Olympiads, tournaments, Junior Academy of 
Sciences, pupils’ scientific conferences. Their participation influenced the formation of pupils’ 
general scientific interest to economic knowledge. In the second stage (1991–2000) due to the 
orientation of the economic disciplines contest to the western models of economic knowledge 
foreign programmes and courses in economics, business games, tests were introduced; foreign 
economists conducted methodological seminars for teachers. The contests of economic 
knowledge were headed to the realization of free market economic theory, practical knowledge 
formation in enterprise management. All these factors influenced the formation of pupils’ 
professional interest to economic knowledge.

In the third stage (2001 – present-day) different Ukrainian and foreign pilot projects in 
economic education, tournaments, scientific conferences in higher educational establishments 
(for pupils and teachers), contests, and international commercial games were introduced. These 
actions enabled to orient pupils’ cognitive interest to economic knowledge from wide 
professional to local.

Key words: interest, cognitive, wide, professional, local, economic knowledge, forms of 
organization, stages, pupils.
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