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Antonenko H. Life and creative way of outstanding ukrainian mathematician 
Pogorielov
The article is about Oleksii Vasyl’ovych Pogorielov (1919–2002) – world-wide scientist-

mathematician, whose scientific achievements were highly estimated by an international 
mathematical association. 

The circle of scientific interests of O.V. Pogorielov was enough wide.
A number of key solutions of problems of geometry “ in general”, based on the geometry, in 

the theory of Monge-Ampere equations and geometric stability theory of thin elastic shells are 
belong to him. Also the idea of creating crioturbogenerators and superconducting motors are 
belong to Oleksii Vasyl’ovych.

Along with the scientific and inventive activity Oleksii Vasyl’ovych was engaged in 
teaching. Textbooks for higher education establishments on the basics of geometry, differential 
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and analytical geometry were written by him. Also Oleksii Vasyl’ovych Pogorielov was the 
author of a school textbook on geometry, on which several generations of children grew up and 
it is used in some countries in particular, in the Russian Federation. Scientific school of Oleksii 
Vasyl’ovych was not numerous. Candidate’s dissertations of his graduate students were mainly 
devoted to the improvements of his scientific results.

Scientific achievements of O.V. Pogorielov are highly appreciated and awarded. He was 
awarded the Stalin prize (1950), the Lenin Prize (1962), USSR State Prize (1950), State Prize of 
Ukraine (1973), an international prize named after M.I. Lobachevskyi (1959) and the Prize of 
the Academy of Sciences of Ukraine named after M.I. Krylov (1988). Also his scientific and 
educational achievements are marked by the high state awards, including two Orders of Lenin, 
Diploma of the Presidium of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. For creating a textbook on 
geometry for the secondary school Pogorielov was awarded the “Excellence in Education of the 
USSR” and was awarded by the Ministry of Education of Ukraine with the medal named
after A.S. Makarenko.

Oleksii Vasyl’ovych led an active social life, he was the Deputy of the Verkhovna Rada of 
the USSR, the member of the Academy of Sciences of Ukraine (1951), Academician of the 
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine and a corresponding member of the Academy of Sciences of the 
USSR (1960), academician of the USSR (1976). He also headed the geometry department of 
Kharkiv State University named after M. Gorkyi 1950-1959’s Geometry Department of 
Mathematics Research Institute (1947-1950) and Mathematics Institute of Academy of Sciences 
of Ukraine (1959-1960) since 1960 till 2002 he was the head of the Geometry Department of 
Physics-Technical Institute of Low Temperature named after B.I. Vierkin of the National 
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine.
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