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Gurenko O. Philosophical context of multicultural education
The article deals with the problem of the nature of multicultural education in philosophical 

context. On the bases of the analysis of foreign and national scientific researches (V. Podobed, 
R. Ahadullin etc.) it is defined as a common paradigm that theoretically reflects the actual 
processes of contemporary cultural and educational life, including desire of different cultures to 
the approaching and to mutual learning, promotes tolerance and cultural pluralism.

The methodological basis of multicultural education is the philosophical doctrine of 
creation an open society, interconnection, interdependence, interaction of cultures (dialogue of 
cultures), cultural pluralism and the principles of equality of cultures and multiculturalism, 
cultural relativism, the relationship of national and universal.

According to the Ukrainian philosophers (V. Andrushchenko, L. Guberskiy, M. Mykhal-
chenko, O. Bazaluk, N. Yukhymenko, S. Klepko, S. Kremen, V. Ilyin, V. Lutay etc.), an important 
element of the basis for the development of open multicultural society shifted from monopolar 
ideologically pluralistic model to the polycentric one, adequate to the challenges of the 
XXI century is the content of modern education, which must meet specified social expectations.

One of the earliest sciences that promoted equality of cultures and multiculturalism was 
the cultural anthropology. According to its ideas, there is no single culture for all mankind, 
which gradually develops, but there is plurality of cultures, corresponding to different types and 
forms of image of human life. In the concepts of cultural anthropology the historical and cultural 
process of social development is presented as a sum of divergent developing cultures. Semantic 
core of this concept is the principle of cultural relativism, grounded by M. Herskovits, according 
to which there aren’t the best and the worst cultures but there are only equal, different ways of 
regulating the relationship of individuals between each other and the environment.

Ideas of national philosophers and educators (P. Kaptyeryev, Z. Hasanov, M. Stelmakho-
vych, G. Filipchuk etc.) about the relationship of national and universal in pedagogy are 
important for understanding the role of multicultural education in the development of 
personality. Educational activity should be based on national ideals, and then transformed into 
activities aimed at achieving universal ideal.

Most modern scholars (T. Atroshchenko, Z. Hasanov, G. Dmitriev, V. Makayev, Z. Malkova, 
L. Suprunova, G. Filipchuk etc.) emphasize that the main value of multicultural education is 
plurality of cultures. Multicultural education should be promoted through schools and other 
educational institutions, families and community organizations to create a democratic state, which 
is characterized by: tolerant views, people’s opinions, recognition and development of cultural 
pluralism in society, equal rights, responsibilities and opportunities for all citizens, effective 
participation of everyone in decisions relating to both personal life and society, justice of all and
every person, freedom of choice, respect for decisions of the majority and the protection of 
minorities, respect for the right of free choice of a person of his/her cultural identities.
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