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Hamanyuk V. Regional Geography Curriculum in the content of foreign language 
education in Germany

The article discusses approaches to teaching country studies in different historical periods, 
identifies features of country studies training and the specific content of country studies in the 
Curriculum of foreign language education in Germany. The focus is on training requirements for 
country studies in the context of multilingualism and multicultural nature of society. One of the 
important areas of language use is interpersonal communication, which is subject to the 
availability of knowledge not only linguistic aspects of language, but also intercultural. Foreign 
language as a discipline is different from other subjects. It is not only for learning but also a 
means of communication within the educational process and beyond its borders. Studying and 
learning a foreign language is not limited to linguistic structures, but also aims to impart 
knowledge about the country and culture of the target language.

It is concluded that the intensification of foreign language learning affected the 
determination of the content of education, especially in terms of attracting intercultural learning 
and intercultural components that are represented in geographic material. In Germany, the 
intercultural component of the content of teaching foreign languages is selected in separate 
geographic curriculum. Approaches to determine the country-content, as treatment of geography 
as a discipline undergo changes under pressure of primarily social and political factors. At 
various times the target geographic aspects of learning the target language are determined by 
political expediency. In Multilingualism, equality of languages and cultures, multicultural nature 
of modern society study of geography is essential towards the formation of a citizens’ tolerance 
towards other languages and cultures, awareness of identity and respect for others, and 
globally – to the formation of trans- and intercultural awareness. Therefore, the purpose of 
teaching geography in Germany is not the assimilation of encyclopedic knowledge and of power 
of cross-cultural interaction, removing prejudices and overcoming stereotypes. This is what 
should guide efforts in the educational system of Ukraine, so the search for effective ways of 
integrated education geographic aspects of the target language, the native teachers often 
neglected due to lack of training time, as well as identifying specific content modules constitute 
the subject of further research.

Key words: curriculum, culture studies, intercultural aspects, content of foreign language 
education, intercultural studies, intercultural communication.
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