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Vakulenko T., Kalashnikova L. The common questions of admissions process in 
higher educational institution of England

England is one of the leading countries in the world with well developed educational 
system. It is the motherland of two most famous universities in the world they are The Oxford 
University and The Cambridge University. The admissions system in England is mainly 
interesting for Ukrainian researches due to the relative youth of external evaluation in 
Ukraine, current problems in admissions system in our country and valuable experience of 
English educators in implementing external national standardized tests.

In order to have a comprehensive outline of the admissions system the general features 
of education in England have to be revised. Full-time education is compulsory for all children 
aged between 5 and 17. The levels of secondary education are divided into key stages some of 
which end up with external examinations. In order to succeed in graduation from school one 
must pass special examinations called the GCSEs. There are some core subjects obligatory 
for every student they are, for example English Language and Mathematics. Besides 
compulsory subjects there are more then 30 optional ones from which the students may 
choose.

Receiving General Certificate of Secondary Education is not enough for students to be 
admitted to higher educational institutions. Students should also take part in the 2-year 
extended program called the GCE, A-level. The number of A-level exams taken by students 
can vary. A typical route in the state sector (in which around 90% of students are educated) is 
to study four subjects at AS level and then drop down to three at A2 level, although some 
students continue with their fourth subject. Subjects are chosen with respect to the particular 
university requirements. Three is usually the minimum number of A-levels required for 
university entrance, with some universities specifying the need for a fourth AS subjects. As a 
rule only students with grades C and higher can be a part of an A-level program.

A-level examinations are administered through a series of examination boards. These 
are the 5 GCE Examining Groups and Boards. These were originally based on the major UK 
universities but have over the last 50 years merged into five very large organisations: AQA,
OCR, Edexcel, WJEC and CCEA.

Top universities in Britain the Oxford and the Cambridge Universities also take the 
results of A-levels into consideration. But the number of students with excellent performance 
is so great that these universities have introduced additional criteria. For example, to apply 
to some departments students have go do some extra exams (subject tests for Mathematicians 
and aptitude tests for psychologists) or take part in interviews. All of the extra criteria are 
important but the results of the A-levels are the key to admissions process. And if students do 
not succeed at the A-levels all the other criteria are not taken into account.

Admissions process in England is also interesting from the management perspective. In 
1994 the new service named “The Universities and Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS)” 
was introduced in Great Britain. Students who want to enter British universities pay a fee and 
then apply to the desired university through an online service. The admissions process is fully 
objective the criteria of all universities are know in advanced and posted on the 
corresponding web-sites.
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