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Leontieva I. The Experience of Students’ Cognitive Interest Formation for 
Economic Knowledge in Profile Education in the Schools of Ukraine (the beginning of 
the XXI st century)

The actuality of the chosen problem is conditioned by the need of modernization of 
current content of education. It demands the creation of optimal conditions of senior school 
profilization, provision of individual educational trajectories of students’ development 
according to their personal needs, interests and abilities. The beginning of the XXI st century 
is of scientific interest for modern school practice. At that time teachers were actively 
involved in scientific research, created experimental grounds and implemented innovations at 
each stage of economic profile education (preprofile, profile). It allowed to solve successfully 
the problem of students’ cognitive interest formation for economic knowledge in practice.

The main research areas of historical and pedagogical nature reflecting the stages of 
the national reform of school education, profile education, economic education, in particular; 
forms, methods of the formation of economic knowledge in Ukrainian schools of the XX th 
century are revealed in the article.

On the basis of analysis of normative and legal acts concerned with the development of 
education in Ukraine in the XXI st century such organizational forms of profile economic 
education were characterized: school internal (profile classes, profile groups in multi-profile 
secondary educational establishments; profile education according to individual curricula; 
dynamic profile groups (including groups for students of different age); external (interschool 
profile groups; profile boarding school; supporting senior school; educational complex; 
interschool training and production centre). Two factors of students’ cognitive interest 
formation for economic knowledge are considered: social and pedagogical (content, methods 
and organization)

It is revealed that students’ activity at optional and preprofile elective courses, parti-
cipation in contests, tournaments, Small Academy Sciences events, scientific conferences, 
competitions, games, circles contributed to the transition from amorphous (unspecified) to 
broad and local students’ interests.

Key words: interest, cognitive, local, economic knowledge, profile education, organi-
zational forms, school internal, external.
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