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Changing the educational paradigm of higher education in 

Ukraine at the beginning of the XXI century
Today among students it is noticed polarity of views on life, studying, acquiring a 

profession, sense of life, the place of values and themselves as individuals in society. Most 
young people do not want to strain efforts and just live by inertia, higher education is not 
perceived as a sign of education and culture, but as a necessary condition for a better job. It 
is important to emphasize that the era of changes – it’s always difficult to society. Complexity 
of the problem stems from the fact that the value priorities of many young people are blurred, 
not demand. Author describes new approaches to educational paradigm in higher education, 
specifies conceptual educational system of universities in Ukraine, outlines ways of 
orientation of students on the meaning of life, focuses on the formation of the need for 
constant updating of knowledge and the self-cultivation of students. The task of higher 
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education is to create a new young man, raise its quality such as professionalism, activity, 
efficiency, mobility, sense of responsibility, ability to work quickly navigate the situation, 
make decisions, respect work, create the need for constant updating of knowledge and self-
improvement to develop a culture of interpersonal communication and so on. All these tasks 
are related to changes in pedagogical paradigms in higher education.

The concept of “education” is like a “paradigm”, it is historically through. In the 
narrow, scilicet in the strict sense, which distinguishes it from training and education, it is 
always interpreted as a process of relatively controlled, purposeful formation in humans, 
primarily through word and deed, some (not necessarily all) of value-ideological attitude to 
themselves and the world. From this perspective, this relation is a system of “human 
qualities” that occur in life position, ideological and moral tempering individual mental 
construction etc. Today contradiction between the binary oppositions in paradigms apparent, 
that helps solve the problem of eternal values, the value of balance, proportion, “golden 
mean” in education and culture as a whole. If we consider the genesis of the evolutionary 
path of this concept in history and education, the use of paradigmatic method can also show 
that education is different from the scheme of science.

There are known such notable and educative paradigm in the history of civilization as: 
Aristotle, Plato – Nature-confirmitive, Medieval – theological, Renaissance – humanism, 
education (Locke, Komensky), classical era (J. Pestalozzi, D. Diderot, Rousseau, Helvetius, 
Voltaire) – rationalist, 1900-s (Monroe, K. Ushinsky, Disterveg, Herbardt) – moral and 
sensual, pseudo revolutional, the end of the XX century. (V. Sukhomlinsky, A. Makarenko, 
I. Vashenko) – pseudo humanistic (ideological and confrontational); beginning of the 
XXI century – global informative, technocratic (modernist).

In the context of the educational paradigms of the twenty-first century content must, 
above all, to have developmental, culture-dominant, aimed at educating of responsible 
individual who is able to self-education and self-development, able to think critically, to 
process a variety of information, use the acquired knowledge and skills for creative solving of 
problems, aims to improve their lives and life of their country.

Key words: paradigm, pedagogical paradigms, self-cultivation, education, koevolyutsionny 
phenomena, synergetic approach.
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